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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada                 L0S 1J0  

 

 

905/468-7272 

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 

 

 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

           LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday       5:00 p.m. 

Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

      11:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  

Fri.    closed   

 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 

 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  

 + First Saturday 

  -- see bulletin for changes                   

    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 

St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 

Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 

These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 

Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 

contact the parish office at least two months in 

advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  

If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 

contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 

a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 

meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 

pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  

 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 

Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

 
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 

living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 

process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 

sacraments. 

 

Children must register with the parish to receive these 

sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  

 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 

the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 

supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 

Bread. 

 

 

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 

experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-

10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 

seasonally. 

 

Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 

pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 

arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 

admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 

should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 

called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 

throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 

RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

  

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

 If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 

Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

 We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 

and pray continually that God may grant us  

that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 
-- St. Vincent de Paul 

 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 289-687-WELL 

Tedvanderzalmwelldrilling.com 
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[Bl. Maria Anna (Fontanella) degli Angeli, Carmelite religious]  

[Bl. Clemente Marchisto, priest, religious founder]page 2 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: Jan. 18-25 

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 

hope of your calling" (Ephesians 4:4) -- prepared by the faithful of 

the Armenian Apostolic Church. 

 

Monday, January 12                                      [winter Ordinary Time, week 1] 

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys, virgin, missionary, religious founder 

(Congreg. of Notre Dame) 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                      † Brendan Christopher Bell 

[St. Aelred of Rielvaux, Cistercian monk] 

[St. Antonio Maria (Eustachio) Pucci, Servite priest] 

Tuesday, January 13  

  8:30 a.m. Mass                             † Mary Fran Brunt 
[St. Hilary of Poitiers, bishop, doctor of the Church] 

Wednesday, January 14 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                  † Michael & Arlene Marian 

[St. Sava (Rastko Nemanjic), archbishop, prince, protector of the Serbs] 

[St. Petrus (Peerke) Donders, Redemptorist priest] 

Thursday, January 15                                                  

  8:30 a.m. Mass          † liv. & dec. of Nugent family / Sean Kirlin 

[St. Ita, religious founder, "foster mother of the saints of God"] 

[St. Arnold Janssen, Divine Word priest, religious founder] 

[Our Lady of Banneux (Virgin of the Poor), Belgium (1933)] 

Friday, January 16                

  8:30 a.m. Mass           † Joseph & Jean Marian / Christopher Rowe 

  9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 

[St. Joseph Vaz, priest, "apostle of Ceylon / Sri Lanka"] 

[St. Giuseppe Tovini, married man, Franciscan tertiary] 

Saturday, January 17       

St. Anthony of Egypt, abbot, early monastic founder, "patriarch 

of monks" 

 [Our Lady of Prayer, Pontmain, France (1871)] 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)              ♥ people of the parish 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 18   

[Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins] 

  9:00 a.m. Mass                             † Frances Piunno 

11:00 a.m. Mass                                † Henry White / Elizabeth Rocca 

At his baptism by John, Jesus was anointed by God with the power 

of his Spirit before beginning his ministry among people to heal, 

restore, and liberate. The promised Messiah had come, and people 

would now see the character of God revealed in human word and 

action. -- Susan Sayers 

 

 MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR  

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

  January 4                            $ 3,063.00  

Christmas                              to come 

 Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door. 

 

 

Baptism of the Lord     
January 11, 2026                

“MY SON, THE BELOVED”  

Works of the Messiah.  (Isaiah) 

Anointed to go good.  (Acts) 

Beloved Son.  (Matthew) 

 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated) 

Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Jan. 13 (6:30 p.m.)  

Finances Council: meets Wed., Jan. 14 (1:00 p.m.) 

Pastoral Council: meets Wed. Jan. 14 (6:30 p.m.) 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (4:00 p.m.) 

Heritage Comm.: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (6:30 p.m.) 

Proclamation of the Parish 200th: at all Masses Jan. 24-25 

Rite of Accepting Catechumens: Sun., Jan. 25 (9:00 a.m. Mass) 

Confirmation Enrollment: Sun., Jan. 25 (11:00 a.m. Mass) 

Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Jan. 29 (6:30 p.m.) 

Bereavement Ministry: meets Thu., Feb. 12 (6:30 p.m.) (rectory) 

 H.N.S. BURSARY 

The St. Vincent de Paul Holy Name Society is offering a $500 bursary 

to a student who belongs to the parish in their graduating year of high 

school.  This bursary is to be used for the purposes of higher education 

(college, university, apprenticeship, specialty training program) and 

will be awarded to a young individual whose lifestyle exemplifies the 

values and teachings of the Catholic Church.  Applications can be ob-

tained from the parish office and must be submitted to same office no 

later than May 15; the successful applicant will be notified by June 15. 

 

PARISH 200th ANNIVERSARY, 1826-2026! 

An "official proclamation" of the 200th, outlining a whole series of 

fun and commemorative events, will take place at every Mass Jan. 

24-25.  Stay tuned!   

 WORLD DAY OF MARRIAGE   

Sunday, February 8 (3:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop Bergie, Cathedral 

of St. Catherine of Alexandria) – celebrating all married couples, 

especially those with significant 2026 anniversaries; reception to 

follow; no registration needed. 

 

“LIFT JESUS HIGHER" RALLY  

Renewal Ministries -- Sat., Mar. 14  

Metro Toronto Convention Centre   

-- Holy Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Confession,  

    inspiring speakers, Spirit-led worship, fellowship  

    with the Church -- and much more!  (ljhr.ca) 

"100 SCARVES" CRAFTERS GROUP 

-- producing shawls, scarves, mitts, hats, blankets, and more! 

We have donated all the clothing and blankets produced before 

Christmas; hence, our cupboard is bare!  We crochet and knit in the 

hall 1:00-4:00 p.m. Fridays (Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, Mar. 

6, 13, 27).  "Happy New Year!"  All are welcome! 

 

"WALKING WITH SURVIVORS" PILOT PROJECT 

A few years ago, our parish hosted a meeting in our hall where we 

had a presentation from Concerned Lay Catholics (CLC) about the 

impact of clergy sexual abuse.  It was very well-attended and well-

received.  Since that time, CLC has continued to work on developing 

approaches to promoting healing for survivors, and has been 

undertaking a new initiative to learn from survivors and their family 

members what more the Church can do to promote healing.  If you 

are a survivor or family member of a survivor, and would like to know 

more about the pilot, please contact Fr. Peter at 905/468-7272 or 

ptr@vaxxine.com for more information.  There is no obligation on 

your part and all information will be kept confidential. 

POPE'S JANUARY PRAYER INTENTION:   

for prayer with the Word of God 

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourish-  

ment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities,  

helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church. 

 

WINTER ORDINARY TIME  

During Ordinary Time, the Church celebrates the fullness of the 

mystery of the Lord Jesus. The people of God offer praise by cel-

ebrating the Paschal Mystery of his Death and Resurrection.  

On the first day of the week, the Lord’s Day, God assembles the 

beloved people to hear the word, to reflect upon it, to offer the living 

sacrifice of praise, and to eat and drink the banquet of the Lord. 

Then God sends them forth to proclaim this love by their words and 

actions. Sunday is the original Christian feast day, following the 

tradition handed down from apostolic times, for this was the day of 

the Lord’s Resurrection. Today’s Christian communities, like our 

own, continue this tradition by celebrating every Sunday as the day 

of the risen Lord.  

We begin this week with readings from 1 Samuel and we open up 

the pages of the Gospel of Mark. 

 
VATICAN II at 60 

This week Pope Leo XIV announced the subject of the general 

audiences for the forthcoming Wednesdays: a new catechesis series 

dedicated to Vatican II and a rereading of its documents, "a valuable 

opportunity to rediscover the beauty and the importance of this 

ecclesial event," he pointed out.  He echoed the words of Pope 

Benedict XVI from 2005, "as the years have passed, the Conciliar 

Documents have lost none of their timeliness; indeed, their 

teachings are proving particularly relevant."  Our present pope 

asked us all to engage in a fresh reading of the documents: can we 

try again as a parish to do just this, in a small group study perhaps?   

 

 

 

POST-CHRISTMAS CLEANING 

We are "disassembling" the various Christmas decor features (crèche, 

trees, wreaths, floral display, etc.) after the morning Mass this 

Monday: we'd love to have your help, even if just for a short while 

(and it won't take long).  All items will need to be properly stored.   

CENACLE GROUP 

We meet again next Sunday, January 18 (2:00-3:00 p.m.) to explore 

the Archbishop of Toronto's Pastoral Letter, "That Blessed Upper 

Room" (we'll look at ch. 5, "The Arrival of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost").  Even if you missed the earlier sessions, you are welcome 

at anytime to join in!  This Cenacle ("Upper Room") group discussion 

meets now in the rectory dining room (appropriately!) on the third 

Sunday of each month (Sept. to May). 

 

 

SYNODALITY 

All across the world, local churches (parishes, dioceses, national 

conferences, as well as religious orders and ecclesial groups) are 
engaged in the implementation phase of the Synodal Process.  This 

phase was launched in March 2025 and goes to October 2028 with a 

concluding Ecclesial Assembly in Rome.  The Pathways document 
sets out the steps for implementation over this three-year period: 

check it out on-line and consider how our parish or a group can 

explore the process!   

 
SPECIAL SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Already we are receiving inquiries from parents with children 

attending public schools who will need to be prepared for first 

Communion / Reconciliation and Confirmation.  Besides, there are 

children in gr. 2 (and older) requiring preparation for Baptism and 

Reception as Catholics.  Yet again, we are grateful to Kathleen 

Maloney, Laura Martineau, and Loretta Lavoie for their offer to assist; 

they are planning to meet with the young people in February. 

 

EDGE YOUTH GROUP 

Calling all heroes! 

Join us at St. Vincent de Paul’s youth group: 

meeting in the parish hall (222 Davy St.)  

Tuesdays, January 13 & 20 (6:30 p.m.). 

This youth group is designed to share our faith and have fun! 

 

 

Westview Centre 4 Women  

-- we are always in need of gently-used blankets; 

   contact Jane LaVacca (905/351-2822 or e-mail      

   westviewcentre4women@yahoo.com) 

 NIAGARA COLLEGE STUDENTS FOR LIFE 

This is a pro-life club starting up at Niagara College (Niagara-on-the-

Lake campus), and will be dedicated to upholding the value of all 

human life. We will meet several times a month of discuss pro-life 

topics, take part in fun activities, and educate others about the cause. 

If you are interested in joining, or have questions, register at e-mail 

studentsforlife1@gmail.com 

Mary Ann Brzeczka, who is serving as hall manager, is taking a 

leave of absence this month. If you are interested in filling in (with 

pay) during this time, do let us know at the parish office a.s.a.p. 

My God, take my heart.  Set it on fire!  

                                                               -- St. Bernadette Soubirous 

note well: Due to some follow-up painting resulting from the creation 

of the new backdrops for the statues, there will be no a.m. Mass on 

Tue., Jan. 20. 

SERRA CLUB OF ST. CATHARINES 

-- presents “A 1920s Murder Mystery” fundraiser  

Sat., Apr. 25 (5:30 p.m., Club Roma, St. Catharines) 

Tickets available for $75; all proceeds go to supporting vocations. 

Scan QR code or e-mail events@serrastc.ca for details. 
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UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD  (A) 

 

 

Invitation: The Lord promises to bless his people with peace.  With faith,  

 let us ask for God's blessings upon our Church and the world. 
 

 response:  Lord, hear our prayer! 
 

Intentions: For ourselves to live out the baptismal call to be priest, prophet,  

 and servant-king, doing our part to build up the Body of Christ, 

  we pray… 
 

  For tensions in our world to be eased and nations work to- 

  gether toward lasting peace; and for legislators who serve  

  God's kingdom to promote peace, justice, and truth for all, 

  we pray… 
 

 For people everywhere who have been affected by natural 

disasters to be kept safe from any further harm and streng-

thened by God as they rebuild their homes and life's work,  

we pray… 
 

 For those now carrying the burden of illness to be revitalized; 

also, for people who are apathetic, mentally exhausted or aim- 

lessly wandering through life to experience and truly feel the 

depth and warmth of God's love and yearning for their peace,  

we pray… 
 

For ourselves, our friends, and all we shall meet this week: 

may our lives attract and we be so full of Christ's love that 

others will see it and thus be drawn towards their Saviour, 

we pray... 
 

For all the dead to be led into the marvellous light of heaven, 
    especially:  [5:00 Mass]  Julie Paul…  [9:00 Mass]  Jerry Slak / Mary Morgetano... 

    [each Mass]  Michael Vincent Costa / Rose Marie Jones… 

    we pray… 



 

    And we place before the manger of Jesus the intentions that  

    we carry in our hearts for those whom we love…  [no “we pray”] 
 

Conclusion:  Father in heaven, you sent us your beloved Son to lead your 

 people out of darkness and into the wonderful light of your 

kingdom.  We pray to you: fill us with your Holy Spirit that  

 we may truly be children of light.  Through Christ our Lord. 


