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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada                 L0S 1J0  

 

 

905/468-7272 

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 

 

 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

           LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday       5:00 p.m. 

Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

      11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  

Fri.    closed   

 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 

 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  

 + First Saturday 

  -- see bulletin for changes                   

    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 

St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 

Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 

Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 

contact the parish office at least two months in 

advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  

If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 

contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 

a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 

meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 

pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  

 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 

Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

 
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 

living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 

process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 

sacraments. 

 

Children must register with the parish to receive these 

sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  

 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 

the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 

supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 

Bread. 

 

 

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 

experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-

10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 

seasonally. 

 

Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 

pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 

arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 

admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 

should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 

called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 

throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 

RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

  

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

 If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 

Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

 We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 

and pray continually that God may grant us  

that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 
-- St. Vincent de Paul 

 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
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WEEKDAY MASS READERS  

New readers will be needed for the 8:30 a.m. Masses. Typically, we 

would like to have two alternates for each day -- so as not to over-

stretch the availability of those we already have, please be generous 

and step forward! 

 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY: Sunday Rosary  

Men of the Holy Name Society will be leading the October Rosary 

each Sunday morning, around 8:30 a.m.  Plan to pray with them! 

 

Monday, October 5  
 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                       † Arlene Marian 

[St. Maria Faustyna (Helena) Kowalska, professed religious] 

[St. Bartolo Longo, married man, lawyer, Dominican tertiary, "apostle of  

 the Rosary"] 

[Bl. Raymond of Capua (Raimondo delle Vigne), Dominican priest] 

[Bl. Francis Xavier (Franz Xaver) Seelos, Redemptorist priest, missionary] 
 

Tuesday, October 6                                               
 

  8:30 a.m. Mass      ♥† liv. & dec. of the Wagner & Surgent families 

[St. Bruno, priest, hermit, religious founder (Carthusians)] 

[Bl. Marie-Rose (Eulalie) Durocher, virgin, religious founder] 
 

Wednesday, October 7 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                      † Joan Morgan / Erik Delfin 

[St. Mark, pope] [St. Justina of Padova, virgin martyr] 
 

Thursday, October 8 
 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                      † Julie Paul 

[St. Mechthild of Magdeburg, mystic] 
 

Friday, October 9 
 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                      † Edward & Mary Jazinski 

  9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 

[St. Denis (Dionysius), first bishop of Paris & companions, martyrs] 

[St. Giovanni Leonardi, priest, religious founder] 

[St. Louis Bertrand (Lluís Beltrán/Bertrán Exarch), Dominican priest, 

 missionary, "apostle of South America," patron of Colombia] 

[St. John Henry Newman, priest, cardinal, theologian, author, doctor 

 of the Church] 
 

Saturday, October 10 
 

[St. Daniele Comboni, bishop, religious founder] 
 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)     † dec. of Balazic & Penkarski families 
 

28th Sunday of Ordinary Time, October 11 
 

  9:00 a.m. Mass       † Dorothy Sadler / Mary Morgetano        

11:00 p.m. Mass        ♥ people of the parish  

    

 

27th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
October 4, 2026   
[800th anniv. of transitus (passing) of St. Francis of Assisi] 

GOD THE MASTER OF THE VINEYARD 
 

The Lord's vineyard.  (Isaiah) 

Wholesome thoughts.  (Philippians) 

The tenant farmers.  (Matthew) 

God puts great faith in us and provides us with everything we need to 

produce good fruit. But if we abuse these gifts, reject God, and betray 

God’s trust, then the opportunities will be given elsewhere. If, on the 

other hand, we trust and lovingly commit ourselves to God, we shall 

experience lasting peace.                                   -- Susan Sayers 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated).)  

Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Oct. 6 (6:30 p.m.) 

Pastoral Council: meets Wed., Oct. 7 (6:30 p.m.) 

Adult Catechumenate (O.C.I.A.): meets Thu., Oct. 8 (1:00 p.m.) 

(in the rear of the church -- new inquirers welcome!) 

Heritage Committee: meets Wed., Oct. 21 (social) 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Oct. 21 (6:30 p.m.) 

Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Oct. 22 (6:30 p.m.) 

Finances Council: meets Thu., Oct. 29 (1:00 p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

"DOORS OPEN"  

The Church of St. Vincent de Paul, during its 200th year celebrations, is 

participating in its first "Doors Open" event, inviting families and 

curious minds to explore the rich layers of Niagara-on-the-Lake.  The 

date is Saturday, October 17.  We are looking for pairs of two people for 

two hours throughout that day (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) to be in the church 

and greet visitors; contact Joseph Sitko (josephsitko61@yahoo.com). 
 

Additionally, there will be a cemetery walk at 1:00 p.m. conducted by 

Denise Ascenzo from the Museum; open to all interested.  

 
THANKSGIVING FOOD COLLECTION  

With help from funds from the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and the 

generosity of parishioners, we are once again able to assist 8 local 

families of St. Michael Catholic School with food assistance over the 

weekends.  We are always in need of canned meats, rice, pasta / sauce, 

soups, canned vegetables, and juice boxes.  Fruit cups and granola 

bars are always a nice treat too.  Please leave your donation in the bin 

at the front door of the church -- with thanks from the SSVP pantry!   

OCTOBER IS "CENSUS MONTH"  

(family survey / confidential registration)  

We need your assistance in keeping our records updated and accurate!  

Please take the opportunity in October to complete a confidential reg-

istration card while at Mass.  Names and addresses may not change 

as often, but phone numbers and e-mails can -- to give one example 

of why this undertaking is necessary.  We urge you to assist us in our 

efforts to keep up-to-date, and we thank you in advance for your 

cooperation! 

POPE'S OCT. PRAYER INTENTION: for mental health ministry 

Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established  

throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma   

and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses. 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI: 800 years  

Pope Leo XIV proclaimed a Franciscan Jubilee Year from 

Jan. 10, 2026 through Jan. 10, 2027 commemorating the 

800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi.  The 

Jubilee culminates in the 800th anniversary of St. Francis' 

Transitus (passing) (Oct. 3) and his feast day (Oct. 4). 

 MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

 

 

 September 27                                        $3,614.05 

Needs of the Canadian Church               $ 857.00 
Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door. 

 

 

 

"LIFE CHAIN"  

This is a peaceful public witness to the sanctity of human life and the evil of abortion.  Christians pray for its end and hold signs at hundreds of 

locations from coast to coast.  Plan on setting aside just one hour today (Sunday), October 4 (2:30-3:30 p.m.) to gather at the intersection of 

Dorchester Rd. and Lundys Lane in Niagara Falls or at Lake St. and Carlton St. in St. Catharines. Remember how our Lord asked his apostles: 

"Could you not keep awake one hour?" (Mark 14:37).  Everyone is welcome, regardless of age, background or experience.  This is a special 

opportunity to provide our neighbours with a much-needed message of love, hope, and mercy. 

 

MISSION MONTH 2026 PRAYER 

Father,  

make us one in Christ, rooted in his love that unites and renews. 

May all members of the Church be united in mission,  

docile to the Holy Spirit,  

courageous in bearing witness to the Gospel,  

proclaiming and daily embodying your faithful love for all creatures. 

Bless all missionary men and women, support them in their efforts,  

and watch over them in hope. 

Mary, Queen of Missions,  

accompany our work of evangelization in every corner of the earth: 

make us instruments of peace, and grant that the whole world 

may recognize in Christ the light that saves.  Amen.  (Pope Leo XIV) 

The 100th World Mission Sunday is October 18. 

 

200th ANNIVERSARY FESTIVITIES: in gratitude! 

Last Sunday turned out to be all that we hoped for!  First of all, the weather was in our favour (all  

week, as a matter of fact).  We were led in prayer at Mass by Bishop Gerard Bergie, who gave a   

most inspiring homily, referencing the life's work of St. Vincent de Paul, our patron.  Following   

that, the gathering  continued outdoors on the lawn in front of the church, where our hosts, the   

C.W.L. and H.N.S. and their many helpers (included several students) served refreshments and special "200th anniv." cookies.  The Konopka family 

violinists provided pleasant "mingling music."  A number of parishioners and their guests adjourned to the Royal Cambridge Room of the Prince of 

Wales Hotel for a time of conviviality and a delicious meal.   
 

Of course, none of this would have been possible without the diligent preparations carried out by the Heritage Committee, comprising Brian Carty, Ann 

McKenzie, Kathryn Durand, Judy Obee, Pam Nowina, Joyce Rodriguez, Virginia Vickers, Doug Mantegna, Mike Paul, Joseph Sitko, Maria Rocca 

Martin, Connie Pillitteri, and Noel ("Sab") Sabandal (who also served as livestream host).   
 

We extend our gratitude to Bishop Bergie for his presence, and besides Fr. Ron Wiecek, we also had the company of Fr. Paul McDonald and Fr. Randy 

Gallant, both former pastors -- as well as Augustinian Br. Brent Faubert.  A sincere word of thanks to all our special guests: the deputy lord mayor, the 

members of Parliament federal and provincial, the neighbouring clergy, and our school principal.  Nancy Macri graciously welcomed them and Fr. Peter 

Rowe was presented with several plaques commemorating the occasion.  Earlier, at the end of Mass, Joseph and Gabrielle Ropp presented the papal 

blessing to the bishop, which he formally entrusted to the parish.   
 

Ann McKenzie welcomed the assembled worshippers at the outset of Mass and the Sunday readings were proclaimed by Mary Slak and Cathy van der 

Zalm; William Rodriguez and Br. Brent Faubert led us in the Universal Prayer.  The Communion ministers were Creena MacNeill and Nancy van der 

Zalm.  The gifts were brought forward by Joseph and Gabrielle Ropp, along with Allyshia Gillard and Carter Breen.  Serving the Mass were Abigail 

Dyck, Emma Sheldon, and Bella Breen.  We were assisted by ushers Jim van der Zalm, Ron van der Zalm, Sharyn Choules, Derek Pavlakovich, and the 

Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree members.  Outside, banners were held by representatives of the C.W.L., H.N.S., and SSVP.  Lastly, Mary Ann 

Brzeczka and Carol Dyck made the church look presentable for the weekend.  Our gratitude goes out to each and every one of the above-mentioned!   
 

Without question, the beauty of the event was enhanced by the significant contribution of our Music Ministry: Choir Director Margaret Molokach, 

Organist Margaret Pillitteri, all the cantors and instrumentalists, combined choir and alumni members.  Our deepest thanks to them, one and all! 
 

Special mention for deserving thanks goes to Seaway Farms and Riverview Winery -- indeed, all members of the Pillitteri families who contributed 

significantly to the occasion.  We express our thanks to Mike Paul for attending to the parking lot, to Jeremy Harb and his staff at Vintage Inns, and to 

Frank Krahn for the musical accompaniment during the banquet. 
 

All in all, so many contributed to making the 200th festivities a memorable experience for the parish (and sincere apologies to anyone who was 

overlooked) that it would be difficult to acknowledge each one individually: hence the "generic" word of thanks here.  We have honoured -- and are 

continuing to honour -- the past; let us embrace the future!  -- Fr. Peter Rowe 

 

 

CONGRATULATORY NOTE  
 

Dear Fr. Peter and the Community at St. Vincent de Paul: 

As you celebrate your 200th Anniversary as a parish community in Niagara-on-the-

Lake on September 27, be assured of my special prayers and best wishes for all.  I 

remember fondly the days when I filled in as priest at St. Vincent de Paul parish when 

Fr. Ken Moreau was the pastor.  I enjoyed sharing with the parish community each 

Sunday and on special feasts.  I felt welcomed by the community, and Fr. Ken was 

happy to have the assistance at the time.  I have many fond memories of my ministry 

there.  
 

May the Lord bless you and your community with goodness and growth, and even 

though I cannot be with you in person, be assured of my prayers and thoughts for all 

of you on September 27.  
 

Sincerely in Christ,   

Most Rev. Fred J. Colli, Emeritus Bishop of Thunder Bay 

 

FIRST COMMUNION ORIENTATION SESSION 1 

(for parents of children in gr. 2 & up in St. Michael School  

or public school): this Thursday, October 8 (4:00 p.m., parish hall) 

S.V.D.P Youth Group: Team Players   

Join us, Tuesdays 6:30-8:00 p.m., 222 Davy Street;  

grades 5 + welcome.  

e-mail youthministry@svdpparishnotl.ca for more information.  

 

Radiant Care Spiritual Care Workshop  

(addressing the spiritual needs of seniors):  

"Caring for the Hopeless Cause"  

Tuesday, October 7 (9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)  

Radiant Care Pleasant Manor, Virgil  
 

-- in-person registration $50 (incl. lunch); virtual only $30 

We often care for people with the expectation that things 

will get better.  But what happens when they don't?  Or, 

when positive outcomes are unlikely? Often, we question 

our own efficacy and sometimes, the grace of God.  If God 

is good then what?  We will ask these questions and more 

as we explore the role of spiritual care in hopeless situations 

-- with the help of Laura Mullet-Koop and Jody Keeso.  For 

more information, contact Michael Dyck (905/468-4391, 

x3232) or miked@radiantcare.net 
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