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RVT Relief Services
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in the Niagara Region.
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DENTAL

Dentistry but make it holistic, enjoyable self-care
you actually look forward to.

NOW
DR. PATRICK RODRIGUEZ
START YOUR EXPERIENCE

905 873 92218
@biggrindento| www.biggrin.co
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Never be afraid to ask for help &®

For confidential assistance with food or other
emergency situations please call our parish
office or send us an email.

(905) 468-7272

Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul
o St. Vineent de Paul Catholic Parish, Niagara-on-the-Lake

svpsociety@svpparishnotl.ca
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THREE GENERATIONS
Ernie, (thelate) Gordon, Brittany, (the late) Betty & Lisa Morgan

905468.3255 « morganfuneral.com

St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Cremation Garden
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Please contact the parish office at

(203/468-7272) for more information

Go to the poor; you will find God.

If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary.

Your mere presence will touch hearts.

We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people,
and pray continually that God may grant us
that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God.

- 0
St!VINCENT
DE PAauL PARISH

73 Picton St.
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe
(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.)

-- St. Vincent de Paul

(PO Box 71) 905/468-7272

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca

Canada LOS 1JO website: svdpparishnotl.ca
LORD'S DAY MASSES WEEKDAY MASSES CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. Mon., Thu. 9 a.m.-3p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. + First Saturday Tue. closed, Wed. noon -3 p.m.
11:00 a.m. -- see bulletin for changes Fri. closed

6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH
St. Michael School, Virgil ?05/468-1051
Holy Cross High School, St.C. 905/937-6446

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp 1826@outlook.com
Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door.

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church.

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul — no matter what!

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child!
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in
Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should
contact the parish office at least two months in
advance -- the parish website has a registration form.
If you are able to do so, infroduce yourself to the pastor.

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian
living or Catholic practices join fogether in a gradual
process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the
sacraments.

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION

Children must register with the parish to receive these
Orientation sessions are held in the fall;
Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.

sacraments.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of

the month, following the Mass. Contemplate the
supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated
Bread.

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement!

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should
contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is
a popular wedding venue! Besides a series of
meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of
pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.

RECONCILIATION

Inis 1s celebrated weekly for individuals wishing fo
experience sacramental forgiveness — Fridays 9:00-
10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours
seasonally.

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK
Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking
pastoral care. Notify the parish office to make
arrangements. Advise the church office of hospital
admissions or let the pastor know directly. Anointfing
should not be delayed until a person’s final hours.

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your
choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be
called. We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you
throughout.

Name: Phone:
Residence (with Postal Code):
Town/City: E-maiil

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office.
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church.


mailto:svdp1826@outlook.com
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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion [Commemoration of the Lord's Entry into Jerusalem]

March 29, 202
arch 29, 2025 Holy

HOSANNA TO JESUS, OUR KING! Week

Jesus' triumphal entry. (Matthew)
Christ's suffering. (Isaiah)
Humility. (Philippians)

Christ's Passion. (Matthew)

As Prince of Peace, Jesus enters Jerusalem, and the people acclaim him as Lord. At the heart of our rejoicing is
the pain of what he is bound to suffer in redeeming us through unflinching love. Yet we still certainly rejoice, for
we know him to have won the victory; he is our everlasting Lord and King. -- Susan Sayers

Hosanna
" Hosanna

Monday of Holy Week, March 30 [St. John Climacus, abbot] [St. Leonardo Murialdo, priest, religious founder]
[St. Maria Restituta (Helene) Kafka, nurse, religious, martyr]

8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Robert Salah
9:00 a.m. Reconciliation

Tuesday of Holy Week, March 31

8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Elizabeth Coyle
[7:30 p.m. Mass of Chrism (Cathedral, StC)]

Wednesday of Holy Week, April 1 [St. Hugh of Grenoble (Hugues de Chdteauneuf), bishop, religious co-founder (Carthusians)]
["Spy Wednesday"] [St. Lodovico Pavoni, priest, religious founder (Sons of Mary Immaculate)]
8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Arlene Marian

6:30 p.m. Reconciliation

Holy Thursday of the Lord's Supper, April 2 [note: no 8:30 a.m. Mass]

CHRIST FILLS THE PASSOVER WITH NEW MEANING

God's lasting covenant with the people had always been celebrated as giving them freedom from slavery in Egypt. Now, in Jesus' institution
of the eucharistic sacrament, there is a new covenant -- God's promise to give us freedom from the slavery of sin. The essence of the covenant
is loving service, which Jesus shows by example when he, the master, washes his servants' feet. If we are to follow him, we too must freely
and joyfully expend our lives in the service of the world. -- Susan Sayers

7:00 p.m. Mass ¥ people of the parish
[+ "garden" nightwatch, to 10:30 p.m. Night Prayer]

Good Friday of the Lord's Passion, April 3

JESUS LAYS DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US

Christ's great love does not even draw back from the act of death, a death in which the shame and guilt of the whole world was carried by one
who was entirely innocent and sinless. Through that total sacrifice God redeems, or buys back, a lost people. If we are grafted on to him, we
too shall be able to give our lives away in service and receive through him the victory of abundant, everlasting life. -- Susan Sayers

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer / Rosary
11:00 a.m. Stations of the Cross / Midday Prayer
3:00 p.m. Commemoration of the Lord's Passion and Crucifixion
8:30 p.m. Last Words of the Lord, from the Cross / Divine Mercy Novena / Evening Prayer

Holy Saturday, April 4

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer [+ church decorating following] ”%"' )
11:30 a.m. Blessing of Easter Baskets o o »
2:30 p.m. Sorrows of Mary / Evening Prayer / Divine Mercy Novena X {
[note: no 5:00 p.m. Mass] ,‘-‘ >

THE NIGHT OF RESURRECTION

According to his promise, and in accomplishment of his great, saving work, Christ passes through death into new and everlasting life. And
we can share that life as, in baptism, we die to sin and rise to a new existence, powered and charged with his Spirit. -- Susan Sayers

8:00 p.m. Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter / Nightwatch of the Lord's Resurrection (+ first Mass of Easter) ¥ people of the parish

If the law is not amended,
MAIiD will become available
for those suffering from
mental illness alone
beginning in March 2027.

Many of us know someone
living with mental illness —
a loved one, friend,
neighbour, or colleague.

We are called to respond
with compassion,
accompaniment, and genuine
care, safeguarding the
dignity and lives of those
who are vulnerable.

W

SN
Visit HeleotHarmCanada.cas‘/m

today and ask your MP
to support Bill C-218.

/\
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God is love. If that is so, then charity should know no limit, for God cannot be confined. Any time is the right time
for the works of charity, but these days of Lent provide a special encouragement. Do not fear a lack of means.
There can be no shortage of material for generosity where it is Christ who feeds and Christ who is fed. In all this
activity there is present the hand of him who multiplies the bread by breaking it, and increases it by giving it
away. The giver of alms, therefore, should be free from anxiety and full of joy.

—from a Lenten sermon by St. Leo the Great, pope

Dear friends, benefactors, and fellow parishioners,

The season of Lent is a time for us to pause and consider not only our own personal sins and shortcomings but
the sufferings and injustices of our world as well. As we continue our journey towards Holy Easter, the Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul wishes to thank everyone who makes our work to assist the poor and disadvantaged
possible through their prayers and financial support. In this newsletter we wish to share with you some updates
about the people we serve as well as ongoing projects and initiatives.

InVincible Housing of Niagara

Our parish conference of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is part of a much larger worldwide organization.
At the local level, we belong to the Niagara East Particular Council, a network of parish conferences that
includes Niagara-on-the-Lake, Niagara Falls, and Fort Erie (St. Catharines and Welland each have their own
Particular Councils). We serve a number of clients here in NOTL and address emergency situations as called
upon, but the needs in Niagara Falls are particularly urgent. The parish conferences there often lack the funds
and human resources to adequately respond to every call for help, especially regarding the pressing problem of
housing affordability.

To this end, last year our conference launched an initiative called InVincible Housing, modelled after a
successful program initiated in Kelowna, BC. The goal is to prevent families and individuals from being evicted
or foreclosed on because of emergency circumstances, such as the loss of a job, shortened hours or a layoff,
anillness, or major unplanned expense. We have made this service available to all the conferences in the
Niagara East Particular. Already we have responded to two local calls here in NOTL and several more referred to
us from Niagara Falls. In each case, we were able to help the client stay current on their rent or pay off a large
utility bill, and thus keep them housed rather than winding up on the street.

The Case of a Ukrainian Refugee Family

An example of one very difficult case involves a woman and her young son who arrived in Canada in 2022 as
refugees of the war in Ukraine. She initially found a job in the hospitality industry, but in December of last year had
her hours reduced due to slackening demand. She continues to look for other work, but in the meantime has fallen
behind on her rent. We have been able to help her out for several months now, but our ability to continue to do so is
limited, and there are others who need our funds as well.

She is from Kharkiv, which is a frontline area, and it is not feasible for her to return home. Our government initially
welcomed Ukrainian refugees and offered them support services, but that program has since been discontinued.
She is working on a permanent residence application under the Humanitarian & Compassionate stream, but there
is a massive backlog of these, with processing times often exceeding three years, and in the meantime she is not
eligible for many emergency services (such as Employment Insurance) that others can access to supplement their
incomes.

We continue to pray for her and her son that she will find steady work, be able to stay housed, and eventually
flourish here in Canada.

Successful Pasta Dinner Fundraiser

We thank everyone who attended our pasta dinner fundraiser event on February 20 in the parish hall. We sold 110
tickets and were able to raise $1,600, all of which will go to help the less fortunate in our community. Plus, it was an
enjoyable time for everyone present, diners and volunteers alike. Our special thanks to Mary, Brian, and Ridina who
prepared the delicious homemade pasta, meatballs, and tiramisu, and to Susan and Sandra who helped out with
the serving and cleanup. We hope to make this an annual event.

Holy Week Food Drive and Special Collection for the Poor

We welcome food donations throughout the year. But especially during Holy Week, beginning on Palm Sunday and
leading up to Holy Thursday, we put out a call for nonperishable items to help stock our parish food pantry. These
items are included in the food bags distributed through our Weekender Program, which helps children in our local
schools whose families are struggling to get by as well as any other individual who calls our parish office in need of
help. Staples such as peanut butter, rice, pasta, beans, granola bars, fruit and pudding cups, canned vegetables,
and tomato sauce are particularly needed. Moreover, the collection taken up at Mass on Holy Thursday, as has
been the tradition, will be donated by the parish to the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul for poor relief.

Call for New Members

The Society is always looking for new members to meet and pray with us and serve our cause of helping the poor
and marginalized. If you feel you might be called to this ministry, you are welcome to attend one of our meetings
(dates and times are regularly posted in the parish bulletin). We are looking to move our regular meeting time to
6:30 PM beginning in May to better accommodate those who work during the day. If you would like more
information, please reach out to Matthew Mattingly, who chairs the membership committee, at
mmattingly921@gmail.com.

A blessed Holy Week and Easter to everyone,

The Vincentians of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church


mailto:mmattingly921@gmail.com

POPE'S APRIL INTENTION: for priests in crisis

Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation,
that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may
support them with understanding and prayer.

DIOCESAN NEWS: take note!

(1) "Light from Light -- Setting Hearts on Fire with God's Love":
A Pastoral Plan for the Diocese of St. Catharines
(recently released and introduced to parish reps)

2) "Hearts on Fire" -- The 2026 Bishop's Appeal:
Apr. 12 to May 24 (an opportunity for everyone to
contribute)

(to raise $400,000 towards the development of a new Youth
Ministry and a new Evangelization & Faith Formation
Ministry in our diocese; every parish will keep 100% of
funds raised over its individual appeal goal)

These initiatives are part of a broader effort focused on achieving 2,000
baptisms by 2033!

“TOWN HALL" BRIEFING

Information on current expenditures and future
considerations were provided to parishioners, accompanied
by meaningful discussion after, on two recent dates (Feb. 26
& Mar. 1). The discussion focused on priorities moving
forward. Both sessions were attended by a number of
parishioners; however, but we are appealing to as many as
possible over the next several weeksto become
informed. To this end, the presentation has been placed on
the parish website and we encourage you to look at it.

Furthermore, we invite your feedback from these
briefings! This can be forwarded directly to Gary
Comerford, at comerfordgary@gmail.com

Easter Sunday of the Lord's Resurrection, April S

HE IS RISEN!

[note: change of Mass times!]

Having passed through death to life, Christ has won the victory over everything evil and destructive. Full of glory and power, he enables us to
bring the hope and joy of resurrection into the world's problems and tragedies. With God, nothing is impossible. -- Susan Sayers

C.W.L & ALL PARISHIONERS

The Catholic Women’s League would like to invite all members of the
parish to come to the hall this Tuesday, March 31 (6:30 p.m.) where we
will be joined by reps from “Choose Life” Niagara and Compassionate
Community Care in discussing the realities of medically-assisted death
(MAID).

TRAINING IN CPR / FIRST AID

A notice to parish volunteers and staff: those who took
advantage of the training course offered three years ago need
to renew their qualifications. An all-day training session is
being organized for a Saturday towards the end of April. The
cost to the individual is $30 -- with the remainder of the fee
covered by the parish. Those wishing to renew are asked to
contact Joseph Sitko, josephsitko61@yahoo.com

WHICH YOU ARE CALLING ME TO DO IN LIFE.

8:00 a.m. Mass v liv. & dec. of Wagner and Surgent families \

9:30 a.m. Mass 1 Mary Morgetano ! Pt .
11:00 a.m. Mass 1 liv. & dec. of Penkarski and Balazic families T\ i nd
[at all Masses, baptism vows renewed; children's first reception of the Eucharist celebrated] \ ) b | S
HOLY THURSDAY NIGHTWATCH VOCATION PRAYER . y
In the "garden" or chapel of repose following Holy Thursday's Mass Pl
of the Lord's Supper, we meditate on Jesus' farewell discourse to his LORD, M\
apostles (John 13-17). Readings are arranged for different times | LET ME KNOW CLEARLY THE WORK ‘, ‘f \

from 8:45 to 10:15 -- whoever would like to read one or more
passages is asked to call the church office or speak with Fr. Peter.

SEA PILGRIMAGE:

2026 "Mediterranean Peregrination"

(Iberia and Africa, Malta and Italy) --

"Wayfarers with Paul the Apostle and Blessed Anthony"

Join padre/guide Fr. Peter Rowe and travel escort Ineke Brinkman aboard
Holland America's MS Oosterdam travelling May 31 to June 14, 2026 from
Lisbon/Lisboa (incl. Fatima), visiting en route Cadiz/Sevilla,
Tanger/Tanjah, Valencia, Valletta (in Malta), before arriving in Rome. To
reserve your space, call Ineke (905/684-0888, x1415) or e-mail
ibrinkman@dt.com

'SOUPER SUPPER"

The "Souper Supper" committee would like, once again, to
thank all those who donated soups and desserts, and who
volunteered their time and energy to work at this very
successful event. Thanks go out to all those who attended,
whether to enjoy the "supper" with us at the hall or as take-
out. We are happy to report that we served 130 guests and
made $2,230 which will be donated to the Westview Centre
4 Women for their work of providing much-needed supplies
to those in need.

HOLY WEEK: FOOD FOR THE POOR

Beginning today, Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, and leading up
to Holy Thursday's procession with the gifts (holy oils as well as
gifts for the poor), everyone is kindly invited to consider bringing in
a food or non-perishable item to assist our Society of St. Vincent de
Paul over Easter. The collection itself on Holy Thursday is like a
"giant poor box" donation and will be administered by the
Society. Any outstanding Development and Peace contributions (by
clearly-labelled envelope, please) may also be made then.

AND GRANT ME EVERY GRACE I NEED

TO ANSWER YOUR CALL WITH COURAGE AND LOVE
AND LASTING DEDICATION TO YOUR HOLY WILL.
AMEN!

SERRA CLUB

Its annual 1920s murder mystery fundraiser, "Murder at the Ritz," provides
support for vocations and is a wonderful evening of dinner entertainment,
dancing, and raffles. If each parish sent just four people, the event would
sell out and greatly strengthen the Serra Club's mission. Please consider
attending or inviting someone who would enjoy a fun night out for a great
cause: Sat., Apr. 25 (5:30 p.m., Club Roma, StC).

-- for tickets or to contribute, contact the Serra club [events@serrastc.ca]

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE:
"On Track for Justice"

Development and Peace-Caritas Canada thanks you for
giving from the heart and supporting the "On Track for
Justice" campaign with your "Share Lent" donation! [Ifyou
have not given as yet, donations can be offered until or on
Holy Thursday.]

Continue to pray for all those who are working to build a
world of peace and justice. [devp.org/give]

GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS

Among those attending the 11:00 a.m. Stations of the
Cross on Good Friday, at least 14 will be called upon to
read (from their seat) a small portion of the station
assigned to them. Consider taking a part if asked to do so
when you arrive.

PREPARING THE CHURCH FOR EASTER

Following the 8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer on Holy Saturday (April 4),
the church will need to be "converted over" to the Easter decor, along
with additional cleaning. The floral display will be delivered and set
up between 10:00 and 11:00 a.m. -- with our gratitude yet again to
Seaway Farms and the Pillitteri family. If you have time to spare,
please assist with the preparations!

CHURCH IN THE HOLY LAND

The Good Friday collection is taken at the request of the Holy See,
and is for the support of the many social, educational, and parish
projects of the Church throughout the Holy Land; it also helps to
assure the Church's presence and a measure of security and peace for
our brothers and sisters there. Please give as you are able.

FIRST COMMUNION

At Easter and the weekend following, the children of
Y our parish will begin celebrating their first Communion.
Individual candidates and their families may attend the
D Sunday Mass of their choosing, and come forward at the
invitation of the priest for the Lord's Prayer and Communion following.
Do welcome these children and their families in this time of joy! /p.s.,
don't forget to deposit the sheet indicating which Mass you attend in a
box at the church doors.]

SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY (April 12)

"School Trivia Night"

Frl., Apr. 10 (doors open 6:30, 7:00 p.m. start)
St. Michael Catholic School, Virgil

-- buy a table; become a round sponsor; donate a raffle prize
-- for tickets or to contribute, contact the school (905/684-1051)

(support our students and have fun!)

Niagara Warehouse of Hope:

Giant Fundraising Garage Sale!

"Helping People Help Themselves'

Saturday, April 18 (8:00 a.m. start --

barbecue breakfast / lunch), 46 Broadway Ave., StC

-- crafts, housewares, toys, electronics, jewellery, clothing,
bake table (every purchase helps support the Warehouse's
mission of sending supplies and hope to those in need locally
and the world over; don't miss this chance to shop for
treasures and make a difference!)

-- contact 905/646-7237 or -- contact@nwoh.ca

EASTER SACRAMENTS

At next Saturday's Easter Vigil, our Church and parish
will have the joy of welcoming new members:
Allyshia Gillard, Isabella Breen, Carter Breen,
Shannon Pecora, and Michael Di Mascio; they will
join us for the first time at the eucharistic table and
they will be confirmed along with Julia and Marek
Baranski.

Masses in Spanish will resume Sun., Apr. 12 (6:30 p.m.).

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
(all in the hall unless otherwise indicated)

Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Apr. 7 (6:30 p.m.)

Pastoral Council: meets Wed., Apr. 8 (6:30 p.m.)

Finances Council: meets Thu., Apr. 9 (1:00 p.m.)

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Apr. 15 (4:00 p.m.)
Heritage Committee: meets Wed., Apr. 15 (6:30 p.m.)

Holy Name Society: meets Wed., Apr. 30 (6:30 p.m.)

"Tell the whole world about my inconceivable mercy"
(St. Faustina Kowalska, in her "Diary," #699).

2:30-3:00 p.m. [Eucharistic Adoration]
Via Lucis ("Way of Light beyond the Cross" / "Way of Joy")

This Easter "sequel" to the Way of the Cross is offered that Jesus'
promise may be fulfilled: "that my joy may be in you, and that our joy
may be complete" (John 15:11).

3:00-3:30 p.m. [Adoration continues]
Divine Mercy Chaplet / Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus /
Eucharistic Benediction

MAY GOD BLESS YOU
FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP!
March 15 $ 3,490.20

Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door.




UNIVERSAL PRAYER

Invitation:

Intentions:

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 2026

With confidence, let us offer our prayers to God the Father,
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all.

response: Lord], show us your mercy!

For the Church, beneath Christ's Cross: may she know how to
transmit the hope of the Gospel to those who are discouraged,
we pray...

For persecuted Christians, who live the humility of Christ
seen in his Passion: may they have faith and trust in God's
promises, and not become discouraged in the face of trials,
we pray...

For all peoples gathered together by Christ's Cross:
may they be signs of peace and reconciliation -- by
overcoming selfishness and the desire to dominate,
we pray...

For those suffering and poor, united with the pain
of our crucified Lord: with the help of others, may
they experience the Father's presence and comfort,
we pray...

For those who face insult because of race, religious belief or
political conviction to be supported by disciples of the Lord,
we pray...

For all of us participating in this liturgy, immersed in the
mystery of Christ's Cross and Resurrection: may we trust
in the one Name in which the word of salvation is found,
we pray...



For those whose earthly lives have ended to be

welcomed into the glory of Jesus' Resurrection, especially:
[5:00 Mass] Robert Maloney... [9:00 Mass] Mathew Slak...
[each Mass] Frieda Méthot / Gilles De Bernardi /Florence Paul...

we pray...

Conclusion: Father, accept and grant these prayers of your people, who,
with faith, celebrate the Passion of your Son. Bestow your
strength and peace on everyone. Through Christ our Lord.



