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21st Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026

YOU ARE THE CHRIST, SON OF THE LIVING GOD|

The gift of authority. (Isaiah)
Eternal glory. (Romans)
The first pope. (Matthew)

Monday, August 24
ST. BARTHOLOMEW, apostle (feast)

8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Philip & Ann Maher
[St. Emilie de Vialar, virgin, religious founder]

Through faith Peter had recognised the glory, majesty, and wisdom of
God in this man of Galilee, and he was prepared to stand up and voice
his belief. Because of his faith Jesus chose Peter as the foundation
rock on which his Church would be built. What Peter had glimpsed
was something of the great power combined with compassion which
is beyond understanding but can change our lives. For if Jesus of
Nazareth is none other than God himself, then we have such hope as
was never possible before. -- Susan Sayers

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
(all in the hall unless otherwise indicated)

Migrant Workers Supper: Sun., Aug. 23 (7:15 p.m.)
Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Aug. 26 (6:30 p.m.)
Finances Council: meets Thu., Sept. 17 (1:00 p.m.) (rectory)
Heritage Committee: meets Thu., Sept. 17 (6:30 p.m.)
Bereavement Ministry: meets Thu., Sept. 23 (6:30 p.m.) (rectory)
Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Sept. 24 (6:30 p.m.)

Tuesday, August 25

8:30 a.m. Mass + Raymond & Frances Roesch
[St. Louis IX of France, married man, Franciscan tertiary, model ruler] [St.
José de Calasanz y Gaston, priest, religious founder "Piarists"), educator]

Wednesday, August 26

8:30 a.m. Mass
[Our Lady of Czestochowa]
[St. (Jeanne-) Elisabeth Bichier des Ages, virgin, religious founder]
[St. Teresa de Jesus Jornet y Ibars, virgin, religious founder]
[St. Mariam (Maria of Jesus Crucified) Baouardy, Carmelite religious,
mystic]
[Bl. John Paul I, pope]

+ Joseph & Jean Marian

Thursday, August 27
St. Monica, married woman (widow)

8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Michael & Arlene Marian

PARISH 200th ANNIVERSARY

Preparations are almost complete for the Anniversary Mass and lawn
reception on Sunday, September 27. We are happy to report that the
gala banquet tickets are sold out! We thank you for your support!

Note well an adjustment to the Sunday morning Masses that day (the
Saturday 5:00 vigil Mass remains unaffected): there will be only one
morning Mass. at 10:00 a.m. The expectation is that many will want
to attend the 2:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop Gerard Bergie presiding, and
present and former priests concelebrating.

A Week of Prayer leading up to September 27 will include various
spiritual focuses (in addition to the usual a.m. Mass)...

Mon., Sept. 21 (St. Matthew / UN International Day of Peace)
9:15 a.m. Rosary for World Peace (joyful mysteries)

Wed., Sept. 23 (St. Pio)
9:15 a.m. presentation on the life of StVP, blessing of refurbished statue

of St. Vincent de Paul, prayers to the saint

Thu., Sept. 24 (Beatification of Ven. Fulton Sheen, in St. Louis)
9:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Eucharistic Day

Fri., Sept. 25
9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation

3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet + Way of the Cross

Sat., Sept. 26 (Canadian Martyrs: Martyrs' Shrine 100th)
8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacrament of Anointing

A commemorative book has been printed and is now available for
purchase ($25) -- on upcoming weekends and occasions.

Friday, August 28
St. Augustine of Hippo, bishop, doctor of the Church (""Doctor
of grace")

8:30 a.m. Mass

9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation
[St. Joaquima (of St. Francis of Assisi) Vedruna Vidal de Mas, widow,
mother, religious founder (Carmelite Srs. of Christ)]

1 Antoinette Mahadevan

Saturday, August 29
Passion / Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist, prophet,
forerunner of the Lord

[St. Sabina, widow, martyr]

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) T Peter & Helga Marian

22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time, August 30

9:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass

1 Louis Grebenc / Frances Piunno
¥ people of the parish

6:30 p.m. Mass (in Spanish)

22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 30, 2026

THINK GOD'S WAY

Power of God's word. (Jeremiah)
A living sacrifice. (Romans)
Taking up the cross. (Matthew)

Monday, August 31

8:30 a.m. Mass + Bernardo Sabandal
[Sts. Joseph of Arimathea & Nicodemus, disciples of the Lord]
[St. Raymond Nonnatus (Ramon Nonat), Mercedarian religious]

Worshipping and serving God needs to involve a surrender of all our
preconceived ideas, and a readiness to think and act in God’s way,
which may be very different from behaviour in our contemporary
society. The worldly tenets of survival, gain, and material comfort give
rise to quite different codes of behaviour from God’s canvas of total
giving, unending life, and sacrifice. God’s way may well include
suffering, but it also includes rich life, joy, and peace.
-- Susan Sayers

Tuesday, September 1 [Month of the Holy Cross]
[World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation: "They shall beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks" (Isaiah 2:4)]

8:30 a.m. Mass T Arlene Marian
[St. Giles, abbot] [Bl. Ghébre-Michael, Ethiopian Orthodox monk,
Vincentian priest, theologian, pilgrim, martyr]

Wednesday, September 2

8:30 a.m. Mass
[St. Ingrid Elovsdottir of Sweden, abbess]
[Bl. André Grasset de Saint-Sauveur, Canadian-born priest, martyr|

+ William Spaan

POPE'S PRAYER INTENTION (SEPT.): for the care of water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital
resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

EXPANDING EUTHANASIA

The Government of Canada has never reviewed the euthanasia law, so
it is imperative that we demand such. As a result of this inexcusable
inaction, the law has got out of control, and now the Government wants
to extend it to allow persons with mental health to apply for "medical
assistance in dying." Please consider signing a petition:
https.//citizengo.org/en-ca/lfe/15473

Also, a town hall meeting called "The Right to Recover Act" will take
place at Grantham Lions Club (732 Niagara St., StC) on Thu., Aug. 27
(doors open at 7:00 p.m., free entry). The meeting will feature MP
Tamara Jansen (it is her private member's bill, C-218, that would stop
the planned extension of "medical assistance in dying" for people
whose sole underlying medical condition is a mental illness) and Bas
Sluijmers.

Thursday, September 3
St. Gregory the Great, pope ("'servant of the servants of God"),
doctor of the Church

8:30 a.m. Mass + Holy Hour of Adoration (fo 10:00)
+ Thomas Whelan

HARVEST DINNER

Please join us for a lovely Harvest Dinner on Friday, September 11
(6:00 p.m.) in the church hall (doors open at 5:30 p.m. for antipasto).
For those of you who were not fortunate enough to get tickets for the
Sept. 27 anniversary banquet, this is an opportunity to celebrate our 200
years of service as a parish community. We will be serving eggplant
parmesan, pork tenderloin, pasta, and a tasty dessert; beer and wine will
be available for purchase. Tickets will be available for $25 per person
after Mass the weekends of Aug. 29-30 and Sept. 5-6 (or call 905/468-
8651 and leave a message).

Friday, September 4

8:30 a.m. Mass

9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation
[St. Rosa of Viterbo, virgin, mystic, Franciscan tertiary]
[Bl. Dina Bélanger (Marie Sainte-Cécile de Rome), religious,
musician, mystic, Dominican tertiary]

T Giulio & Lea Bianco

Saturday, September 5

7:30-8:30 a.m. Reconciliation
8:30 a.m. Mass ¥ 7 liv. & dec. of Wagner and Surgent families

[St. (Mother) Teresa of Kolkata (Anjezé Gonxhe Bojaxhiu), religious
founder (Miss. of Charity)]

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) ¥ people of the parish

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, September 6

9:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass

T Carmine Crocco
T Vince Pillitteri

6:30 p.m. Mass (in Spanish)

"DOORS OPEN"

The Church of St. Vincent de Paul, during its 200th year celebrations,
is participating in its first "Doors Open" event, inviting families and
curious minds to explore the rich layers of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The
date is Saturday, October 17. We are looking for pairs of two people
for two hours throughout that day (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) to be in the
church and greet visitors; contact Joseph Sitko
(josephsitko61@yahoo.com).

Cheerful Festival Market

Sat., Sept. 5 (8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.)

Grace United Church, NL

(free admission; delicious food, fresh finds, and friendly faces)

MOVING AWAY': We are thankful for the gift that the Mendoza family (Patricia & Gion, children Samantha, Noah, Isaac) has been to this
parish, participating in many activities (Pastoral Council, Alpha, Parish Vacation School, usher, altar server -- just to name a few). We will miss
them! May they experience our prayers as they journey to their new home in California, and may the Lord provide them with family and friends

in a community of faith there. A parish recognition will occur.

"LIVING FAITH"

Every three months these daily Catholic devotion booklets appear in
our church, courtesy of Joanne Jones. She offers these free-of-charge
to any and all who would like to enhance their spiritual life with them -
- out of the kindness of her heart. Our thanks, Joanne!

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (O.C.I.A.)

Already names of inquirers have been submitted to the church office
for this process of welcoming them on a community journey, a
personal journey, introducing them to the life of a Catholic. The
Gospel story is shared with the inquirers, who in turn share their
stories with the community. If you know of someone you think
might feel called to inquire into Catholic life, why not tell them
about the O.C.I.A. here at St. Vincent de Paul? Our sessions will
begin in earnest in early fall, but now is the time for the initial
interviews.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul reminds everyone to make any cheques destined for them to "The Society of St. Vincent de Paul;" otherwise,

they will be allocated to the parish.




