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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada                 L0S 1J0  

 

 

905/468-7272 

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 

 

 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

           LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday       5:00 p.m. 

Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

      11:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  

Fri.    closed   

 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 

 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  

 + First Saturday 

  -- see bulletin for changes                   

    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 

St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 

Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 

These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 

Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 

contact the parish office at least two months in 

advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  

If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 

contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 

a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 

meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 

pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  

 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 

Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

 
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 

living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 

process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 

sacraments. 

 

Children must register with the parish to receive these 

sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  

 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 

the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 

supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 

Bread. 

 

 

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 

experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-

10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 

seasonally. 

 

Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 

pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 

arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 

admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 

should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 

called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 

throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 

RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

  

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

 If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 

Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

 We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 

and pray continually that God may grant us  

that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 
-- St. Vincent de Paul 

 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 289-687-WELL 

Tedvanderzalmwelldrilling.com 

 

SERRA CLUB OF ST. CATHARINES 

-- presents “A 1920s Murder Mystery” 

fundraiser Sat., Apr. 25 (5:30 p.m., Club 

Roma, St. Catharines) 

Tickets available for $75   

all proceeds go to supporting vocations in 

the St Catharines Diocese.  

Get your tickets now! 

 

Scan QR code or e-mail 

events@serrastc.ca  

for details  
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[Bl. Maria Anna (Fontanella) degli Angeli, Carmelite religious]  

[Bl. Clemente Marchisto, priest, religious founder]page 2 

 

"It's Cool to be Catholic" -- a fascinating recent article (Dec. 20)  

in The Globe and Mail newspaper by Randy Boyagoda: look it up! 

 

Monday, January 19                                        

  8:30 a.m. Mass                  † Edward & Ann Marian  

[St. Józef Sebastian Pelczar, bishop, religious founder]  

[Bl. Marcelo Spinola y Maestre, bishop] 

Tuesday, January 20  

  note: no a.m. Mass (due to church painting)   

[St. Fabian, pope, martyr & St. Sebastian, martyr] 

[St. Basil Moreau, priest, religious founder (Congreg. of Holy Cross)] 

Wednesday, January 21 

St. Agnes, virgin martyr 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                        † Mary Shinerock 

Thursday, January 22                                                  

  8:30 a.m. Mass                          † Peter & Helga Marian  

[St. Vincent (Vicente) of Zaragoza, deacon, protomartyr of Spain, 

 patron of Lisbon & Algarve] 

[St. Vincent Pallotti, priest, religious founder (Pallottines),  

"apostle of the infinite"] 

Friday, January 23                

  8:30 a.m. Mass                        ♥ int. of David & Gisèle Galvin 

  9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 

[St. Emerentianus, catechumen, martyr] 

[St. Ildephonsus of Toledo, bishop] 

[St. Marianne Cope (Barbara Koob) (of Moloka'i), religious] 

[Bl. Henry Suso, Dominican mystic) 

[Bl. Nikolaus Gross, married man, journalist, martyr] 

Saturday, January 24       

St. Francis (François) de Sales, bishop, religious founder, 

doctor of the Church ("Doctor of Divine Love") 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)       † Adelina Micieli 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 25   

[Sunday of the Word of God] 

  9:00 a.m. Mass                        † Mary Fran Brunt / Agnes Grebenc 

11:00 a.m. Mass                           ♥ people of the parish  

John bears witness to Christ, as the Holy Spirit leads him to see 

Jesus as the Saviour of the world. Like a light, that witness spreads 

outwards from the chosen people to reach every nation; through 

living in the Spirit, we too are witnesses. -- Susan Sayers 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

  January 4                            $ 4,035.45  

Christmas                             $13,674.55 

 Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door. 

 

 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time      
January 18, 2026              [Week of Prayer for Christian Unity]  

JESUS IS REVEALED AS THE CHOSEN ONE OF GOD 

God is my strength. (Isaiah) 

Called to be saints.  (1 Corinthians) 

Encountering Jesus.  (John) 

 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated) 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (4:00 p.m.) 

Heritage Committee: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (6:30 p.m.) 

Confirmation Enrollment: Sun., Jan. 25 (11:00 a.m. Mass) 

Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Jan. 27 (6:30 p.m.)  

Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Jan. 29 (6:30 p.m.) 

Finances Council: meets Wed., Feb. 11 (1:00 p.m.) 

Pastoral Council: meets Wed., Feb. 11 (6:30 p.m.) 

Bereavement Ministry: meets Thu., Feb. 12 (6:30 p.m.) (rectory) 

Upcoming Feb. Wedding: Mark Di Costanzo & Sophia Di Giorgio 

PARISH 200th ANNIVERSARY, 1826-2026! 

An "official proclamation" of the 200th, outlining a whole series of 

fun and commemorative events, will take place at every Mass Jan. 

24-25.  Stay tuned!   

 

WORLD DAY OF MARRIAGE   

To commemorate this day, Bishop Gerard Bergie will celebrate a 

special Mass on Sunday, February 9 (2:00 p.m., Cathedral).  All 

married couples, especially those celebrating their 1st, 25th, 40th, 50th, 

60th or 60th+ anniversary in 2025 are invited to attend.  This 

"Anniversary Mass" will become an annual event in our diocese.   

A congratulatory certificate will be mailed to couples who register and 

who celebrate the above-mentioned special anniversaries.  To receive 

this certificate, please contact the parish office.  

There are not two churches, one spiritual and one institutional.  The challenge, 

and it remains a challenge, is for all of us who constitute the institutions, as 

priests and parishioners, as clergy and laity to recognize more and more that 

we are mere glasses into which the new wine of Christ is poured.  We are not 

the wine.  We are not pouring the wine.  We are the glasses and we receive 

it.  Our job is to be, like any good glass, clean and spotless.  -- Michael Sean 

Winters, in National Catholic Reporter (Jan. 12, 2026) 

 

"100 SCARVES" CRAFTERS GROUP 

-- producing shawls, scarves, mitts, hats, blankets, and more! 

We have donated all the goods produced before Christmas; hence, our 

cupboard is bare!  We crochet and knit in the hall Fri. 1:00-4:00 p.m.  

(Jan. 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27, Mar. 6, 13, 27).   All are welcome! 

 

IMPORTANT "SAVE THE DATES" 

(1) "Town Hall" Sessions for Parishioners, to learn more about

 ongoing projects and future prospects, inviting your input --

 Thu., Feb. 26 (7:00 p.m.) or Sun., Mar. 1 (2:00 p.m.): your

 preference of date and time 

(2) "Pasta Dinner" -- Sat., Feb. 21 (tickets to be sold in      

advance, with proceeds raised going to the Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul to fund their efforts at assisting the needy of 

our area 

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 

In conjunction with the World Day of the Sick, morning Mass on 

Wednesday, February 11 will include the Sacrament of Anointing 

following the gospel and homily.  Those seeking the graces of the 

sacrament are asked to submit their names to the parish office before 

that date as the community publicly prays for each of them. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: January 18-25 

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 

hope of your calling" (Ephesians 4:4) -- prepared by the faithful of 

the Armenian Apostolic Church  

The guiding biblical text for the week is Ephesians 4:1-13.  Unity is 

a divine mandate at the core of our Christian identity, more than 

simply an ideal.  It represents the essence of the Church's calling -- 

a call to reflect the harmonious oneness of our life in Christ amidst 

our diversity.  This divine unity is central to our mission and is 

sustained by the profound love of Jesus Christ, who has set before 

us a unified purpose.  The Bible text chosen for this year 

encapsulates the theological depth of Christian unity.  The biblical 

texts for each day highlight in turn the verses: 

day 1 (Sun.):  Our calling (Eph. 4:1)  

day 2 (Mon.): Bearing with one another in love (Eph. 4:2)  

day 3 (Tue.): The bond of peace (Eph. 4:3)  

day 4 (Wed.): Called to one hope (Eph. 4:4)  

day 5 (Thu.): One faith, one baptism (Eph. 4:5)  

day 6 (Fri.): One Lord and Father (Eph. 4:6)  

day 7 (Sat.): God's gift given in baptism (Eph. 4:7)  

day 8 (Sun.): Growing in Christ (Eph. 4:13) 

In a world where the Body of Christ is wounded by divisions within 

and between traditions and confessions, the Apostle's call to unity is 

addressed to each of us, not only as separated church communities, 

but also as individuals within our communities.  By living in unity, 

we not only witness to the love and power of our Lord Jesus Christ 

but also embody the essence of his teachings.  As we support one 

another and celebrate our diverse gifts and talents, let us reflect the 

heart of Christ and further his work on earth. 

CENACLE GROUP 

We meet again today / Sunday, January 18 (2:00-3:00 p.m.) to explore 

the Archbishop of Toronto's Pastoral Letter, "That Blessed Upper 

Room" (we'll look at ch. 5, "The Arrival of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost").  Even if you missed the earlier sessions, you are welcome 

at anytime to join in!  This Cenacle ("Upper Room") group discussion 

meets now in the rectory dining room (appropriately!) on the third 

Sunday of each month (Sept. to May). 

 

SEPARATED & DIVORCED HEALING MINISTRY 

This group meets every second and fourth Monday of the month 

(except holidays) at Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, NF (7:00-9:00 p.m.). 

Meetings will be held both in person and virtually via Zoom platform; 

to participate via Zoom, pre-register by calling 905/356-4113 or 

905/684-0154 or e-mailing separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com 

January 26  "Dealing with Fear" 

February 9  "Sadness and Depression" 

February 23  "What is Forgiveness?" 

CATHOLIC UPDATES  

(1)  "Restoring Hope:   

         Healing When You've Been Hurt by the Church" (Dec. 2025) 

(2)  "Preaching as a Sacramental Encounter:  

        The Purpose of the Eucharistic Homily" (Jan. 2026) 

Look for these in the literature carousel to the side of the church! 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE OF CATECHUMENS (O.C.I.A.) 

Next Sunday's Rite of Acceptance (to start the 9:00 a.m. Mass) marks 

the beginning of the period of the Catechumenate, a substantial period 

of formation in the Christian life of discipleship.  During the 

Catechumenate, a person's initial conversion is deepened by embracing 

the Christian community's way of life; by participation in worship; by 

catechesis based on the word of God; and by taking up a share of the 

Church's mission.  We encourage you to include the following in 

prayer as they are preparing to become members of the Catholic faith 

community, that they will have a deep and lasting active faith. 

Catechumens  (to be initiated as Christians)          

Allyshia Gillard               Isabella Breen                    Carter Breen 

Michael Di Mascio           Shannon Pecora 

Accompanying them: Jasmin Hivale and Elizabeth Hutchison. 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD: January 25 

"Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God 

can enable the Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens 

up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its 

unfathomable riches before the world" (Pope Francis, Aperuit illis, 2). 

PEACH FESTIVAL 2026  

Although the Peach Festival isn’t until August, we’re preparing for a 

big change as Terry Choules and Ted Vanderkaay step away from their 

longtime leadership roles. Their years of dedication have shaped the 

festival, and we are deeply grateful for all they’ve contributed. With 

several organizers remaining, we now need new volunteers to step 

forward. Planning begins in the spring, and the festival’s future 

depends on community involvement. Please consider helping. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

The next extended period of Eucharistic Adoration will occur on 

Thursday, February 12 -- following the morning Mass until Benedic-

tion of the Bl. Sacrament at 4:00 p.m.  All parish groups are asked to 

consider taking an hour; indeed, all parishioners are invited to add 

their names to a sign-up flipchart and take advantage of the opportu-

nity to spend time in the Lord's company. 

"OLD PALMS" 

As Ash Wednesday approaches, you are invited   

to return your old palm branches to church -- they are what will give 

us the ashes for that day.  A wicker basket will soon be placed at the 

rear of the church for these. 

 

ALTAR CANDLES 

According to the Roman Missal, “on or next to the altar are to be placed candlesticks with lighted candles: at least two in any celebration, or 

even four or six, especially for a Sunday Mass or a Holyday of Obligation...Likewise, on the altar or close to it, there is to be a cross adorned 

with a figure of Christ crucified...On the altar itself may be placed a “Book of Gospels” distinct from the book of other readings, unless it is 

carried in the Entrance Procession” (no. 117).    

We are getting an estimate from our usual liturgical supplier for six such candlesticks which will replace the two candlesticks presently on the 

altar.  Nylon shells (for the oil cans to be inserted) will be a separate cost.  Only candles of a decent stature flanking the altar will look 

presentable.  If there is anyone who would like to assist with these purchases, do inform the parish office; all donors will be acknowledged. 

 


