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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  
Canada                 L0S 1J0  

905/468-7272 
e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 
 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  
(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

          LORD’S DAY MASSES 
Saturday       5:00 p.m. 
Sunday       9:00 a.m. 
      11:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  
Fri.    closed   

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 
 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  
 + First Saturday 
  -- see bulletin for changes                  
    

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 
St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 
Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 
Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 
contact the parish office at least two months in 
advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  
If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 
 

 
Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 
contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 
a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 
meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 
pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  
 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 
Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 
Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 
living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 
process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 
sacraments. 

 
Children must register with the parish to receive these 
sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 
Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  
 

 
A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 
the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 
supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 
Bread. 
 

 
This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 
experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-
10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 
seasonally. 

 
Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 
available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 
pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 
arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 
admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 
should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 
Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  
choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 
called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 
throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 
RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

 

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 
Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 
and pray continually that God may grant us  
that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 

-- St. Vincent de Paul 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
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v[Bl. Maria Ann 

Monday, September 7      [Labour Day] 
 
  8:30 a.m. Mass                               † Dale Beckles 
[St. Cloud (Clodoald), abbot] 

Tuesday, September 8 
NATIVITY OF B.V. MARY (feast)         

  8:30 a.m. Mass                               † Jean Fash 
 
Wednesday, September 9 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                               † Joan Morgan 
[St. Ciaran, abbot of Clonmacnois] 
[St. Peter (Pedro) Claver i Corberó, Jesuit priest, missionary, patron  
 of Colombia and of enslaved people] 
[St. Jacques Laval, bishop, "apostle of Mauritius"] 
[Bl. Antoine-Frédéric Ozanam, founder (Soc. of St. Vincent de Paul)] 

Thursday, September 10 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                               † Mary Shinerock 
[St. Nicholas (Nicola del Guarutti) of Tolentino, Augustinian friar, mystic,  
 wonderworker, patron of holy souls in purgatory] 
[205 Bl. Martyrs of Japan] 

Friday, September 11 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                               † dec. of Sawrie family 
  9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 
[St. Jean-Gabriel Perboyre, priest, missionary to China, martyr] 
[at sundown tonight, the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, begins] 
[25th anniv. of the terror attacks on the U.S.A.] 
 
Saturday, September 12 
 
[Most Holy Name of Mary] 
 
  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)   † Cliff & Ada Paul / Christopher Paul / 
         Julie Paul 
 
24th Sunday of Ordinary Time, September 13 

  9:00 a.m. Mass                                † Anna Slak / Mary Morgetano 
 11:00 a.m. Mass                                ♥ people of the parish 
 
  6:30 p.m. Mass (in Spanish) 

 

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
September 6, 2026        

LOVINGLY CORRECT ONE ANOTHER 

Warning the wicked.  (Ezekiel) 
Love of neighbour.  (Romans) 
Communal correction and prayer.  (Matthew) 

Loving our neighbour is the essence of the Law, and loving may 
sometimes mean caring enough to correct wrong behaviour. This can 
be done gently and discreetly, only being brought to public attention 
in the last resort. Often a quiet word in friendship is all that will be 
needed.                  -- Susan Sayers 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 
 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated) 

Finances Council: meets Thu., Sept. 17 (1:00 p.m.) (rectory)  
Heritage Committee: meets Thu., Sept. 17 (6:30 p.m.) 

Bereavement Ministry: meets Thu., Sept. 23 (6:30 p.m.) (rectory) 
Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Sept. 24 (6:30 p.m.) 

200th Anniv. Mass & Reception: Sun., Sept. 27 (2:00 p.m.) (church) 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Sept. 30 (6:30 p.m.) 

A heartfelt “thank you” to all the wonderful volunteers who participated in our 2026 Peach Festival! 
We thank one and all for sharing their gifts of time and talent! Our parish Peach Festival would not be such a success without the help of all 

our dedicated volunteers. We look forward to having everyone on board to help next year… new volunteers are always welcome! 
Money raised through our Peach Festival is used toward major renovations, repairs, and upkeep of our parish facilities.  

 
 

 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (O.C.I.A.)  
If you fit any one of the following descriptions (or if you know of 
someone who does), call us! 

-- anyone who wants to join the Catholic Church  
-- anyone who wants to consider entering the Church  
-- anyone who was baptized but never received the other sacraments 
-- anyone who simply wishes to inquire about Catholicism 
-- anyone Catholic who feels that they would like to review or increase    
    their knowledge of the faith (and at the same time, act as a parish   
    sponsor for an inquirer) 

We would like to begin the journey to Easter by the end of Sept-
ember, so there's no time like the present to signal one's intentions! 

"100 SCARVES"  
As the weather gets colder, it's the perfect time to create some cozy scarves, 
hats, mittens, blankets, toy animals, oven mitts, and baby blankets.  Join 
the "100 Scarves" crafters at the hall every Friday, starting Sept. 11 (1:00-
4:00 p.m.);  New members and novice and experienced crafters are always 
welcome!  Learn a new skill and meet with very friendly crafters.  We look 
forward to sharing our handmade gifts with the community.   

2nd ANNUAL BISHOP'S FUNDRAISING GALA  
Friday, November 27 (Niagara Falls Convention Centre) 

We thank everyone for your continued support and participation 
throughout the past year in the planning, execution, and success of 
both the 2025 Gala and the 2026 Bishop's Annual Appeal.  The 
success of these initiatives would not have been possible without 
your support and partnership!  An e-mail will be sent to those who 
attended last year's Gala, as well as donors to this year's Appeal 
whose e-mail addresses we were able to collect through participating 
parishes.  These individuals will have the opportunity to purchase 
their tickets early; Gala marketing packages are being prepared for 
distribution to all parishes.  The official ticket launch weekend is 
September 12-13. 

"DOORS OPEN"  
The Church of St. Vincent de Paul, during its 200th year celebrations, 
is participating in its first "Doors Open" event, inviting families and 
curious minds to explore the rich layers of Niagara-on-the-Lake.  The 
date is Saturday, October 17.  We are looking for pairs of two people 
for two hours throughout that day (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) to be in the 
church and greet visitors; contact Joseph Sitko  
(josephsitko61@yahoo.com). 

PRAYER NETWORK  
Are you or any of your family members or friends in need of help in 
carrying life's burdens?  Do you know that our Catholic Women's League 
has women who humbly offer their prayers for your spiritual comfort and 
support, and in many cases physical healing?  We invite you to contact our 
Prayer Network (905/468-0990), providing as little or as much information 
as you're comfortable sharing with our "prayer warriors." 

PARISH 200th ANNIVERSARY   
Preparations are almost complete for the Anniversary Mass and lawn 
reception on Sunday, September 27.  We are happy to report that the 
gala banquet tickets are sold out!  We thank you for your support!   

Note well an adjustment to the Sunday morning Masses that day (the 
Saturday 5:00 vigil Mass remains unaffected): there will be only one 
morning Mass, at 10:00 a.m.  The expectation is that many will want 
to attend the 2:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop Gerard Bergie presiding, and 
present and former priests concelebrating.   

A Week of Prayer leading up to September 27 will include various 
spiritual focuses (in addition to the usual a.m. Mass)... 

Mon., Sept. 21 (St. Matthew / UN International Day of Peace) 
9:15 a.m. Rosary for World Peace (joyful mysteries) 

Wed., Sept. 23 (St. Pio)  
9:15 a.m. presentation on the life of StVP, blessing of refurbished statue 
of St. Vincent de Paul, prayers to the saint 

Thu., Sept. 24 (Beatification of Ven. Fulton Sheen, in St. Louis)   
9:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Eucharistic Day  

Fri., Sept. 25  
9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 
3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet + Way of the Cross 

Sat., Sept. 26 (Canadian Martyrs: Martyrs' Shrine 100th) 
8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacrament of Anointing 

A commemorative book has been printed and is now available for 
purchase ($25) -- on upcoming weekends and occasions. 
 

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL  
A huge "thank you" to all of our parishioners who supported 
our supper for the migrant farm workers on August 23!  Whether 
you provided a salad or dessert; helped set up, serve, and clean up; 
or donated financially, we thank you!  The farm workers enjoyed 
a delicious meal and fellowship.   

PEACH FESTIVAL 2026 Prize Winners 

Congratulations to the following who are taking home some fabulous prizes, with definite thanks going out to the donors: 

1st prize (Vintage Hotels stay): Sharyn Choules 
2nd prize (Niagara Parks attractions): Viana Garisto 
3rd prize (124Q spa package): Florence Mearns 
4th prize (Niagara Helicopters): Michael Feece 
5th prize (Pillitteri Estates Winery): Willy Van de Laar 
6th prize (Sandtrap Pub & Grill): Jim Fenn 

Revenues  $42, 313.93 
Expenses  $19, 334.60 
Profit   $22, 979.33 

Acknowledgements 

We gratefully acknowledge the following businesses and individuals for their contributions to our 2026 Peach Festival: 

Peach Festival Steering Committee  Vintage Inns   Colonial Florists  Niagara Helicopters 
“The Vineyard” (diocesan newsfeed)  Simpson’s Pharmasave  Tourism NOTL  Sandtrap Pub & Grill 
Niagara Warehouse of Hope   Hendriks Independent  “The Lake Report”  124Q Hotel & Spa 
Cotton inc.    Fire & Emergency Services  Paul Tarsitano  Cupcakes by Laura 

On behalf of the parish, and Mario Puma who was instrumental in collecting and delivering the donated fresh peaches to the festival, we 
would like to thank the following businesses who have supported our successful Peach Festival over the past 25 years… 

Seaway Farms    Meyers Family Farms  Muir Farms   Ricciardello Orchards 
Quiet Acres    P.G. Enns Farm    Juras Farms   Folino Family Farm 
Palatine Fruit and Roses   Gaio Family Farms   Tregunno Fruit Farm  Walker’s Country Market 
Van de Laar Orchards   Lavalle Family Farms   Lepp Family Farms      
Lastly, we would like to thank Pillitteri Estate Winery for the use of their facilities and transportation vehicles.  
DO NOT FORGET TO SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS! 

POPE'S PRAYER INTENTION (SEPT.): for the care of water 
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital 
resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it. 

 

 

"Womb to Tomb and Beyond: Seven Sacramental Steps to Salvation of 
Soul" -- a new book by our own Jasmin Hivale (available for a modest price 
as a contribution to our parish: her way of evangelizing!). 

"We Lend a Hand: The Forgotten Story of Ontario Farmerettes"  
Sunday, September 13 (2:00 p.m., Cornerstone Community 
Church, 434 Hunter Rd., NL) -- tickets $20 each;  
https://welendahand.ca/events/ 

This powerful and inspiring story tells of 40,000 teenage girls who 
volunteered on Canadian farms during WWII (as so many men 
were away, serving overseas).  Come, learn a forgotten piece of 
Ontario's history and "lend a hand" to the farmworkers who are 
part of our community today.  This special screening supports the 
Farmworkers Hub, a volunteer-run ministry serving migrant 
farmworkers in Niagara.   

C.W.L. of St. Catharines Evening of Fellowship, Dinner, and Blessing: 
Thu., Sept. 10 (Club Roma, Garden Pavilion Room); doors open 5:00 p.m. 
to "mingle bingo" and dinner; $50 per person (reserve your seat by Sept. 4 
by contacting Sabina Knight). 

HARVEST DINNER  
Please join us for a lovely “Harvest Dinner” this Friday, September 11 
(6:00 p.m.) in the hall (doors open at 5:30 p.m. for antipasto).  It is an 
opportunity to celebrate our 200 years of service as a parish community.  
We will be serving eggplant parmesan, pork tenderloin, pasta, and a tasty 
dessert; beer and wine will be available for purchase.  Tickets are available 
for $25 per person; please call 905/468-8651 and leave a message. 



UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
TWENTY-THIRD ORDINARY  (A) 

 

 

 

Invitation: Christ said that if two of us agree about anything for which  

  to pray, it will be granted by our heavenly Father.  Inspired 

  by such a promise, let us offer our humble petitions to God. 
 

    response:  Lord, hear our prayer! 
 

Intentions: For Christian people to look upon the gifts of faith as joys  

 to be proclaimed and shared -- and for all labourers in the  

 Lord's vineyard to find joy and fulfillment in their calling, 

 we pray… 
 

 For the earth: may people everywhere show their love for 

 the Creator through the respect and care they show all of  

 creation -- especially the living water that sustains all life, 

 we pray... 
 

 For those who are ill or injured to experience physical heal- 

 ing and may their caretakers be supported in their ministry, 

 we pray... 
 

 For those who are unemployed or underemployed to soon  

 find new opportunities for work, gaining livable wages, a 

 dignified working environment, and personal fulfillment, 

 we pray... 
 

 For people working in unhealthy or life-threatening situations: 

 may employers strive to improve working conditions for them, 

 we pray... 
 

 For students and teachers returning to school to approach 

 their challenges with a love of learning; may everyone be 

 blessed with a fine year as regards faith, grace, and virtue, 

 we pray... 
 



 For all who are seeking the love of God to find in our St.  

 Vincent de Paul community of faith a welcome embrace, 

 we pray... 
 

 For the dead to soon be gathered at heaven's banquet feast, 
  especially:  [9:00 Mass]  Carmine Crocco...  [11:00 Mass]  Vince Pillitteri...   

 [each Mass]  all lives lost in the events of September 11, 2001... 

 we pray... 

Conclusion: God of mercy, you make us sensitive to your presence with 

 us so we may live in closer unity.  Bound to one another by 

 your Word, may we also experience real companionship as 

 we assemble today for Eucharist.  Through Christ our Lord. 


