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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada                 L0S 1J0  

 

 

905/468-7272 

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 

 

 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

           LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday       5:00 p.m. 

Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

      11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  

Fri.    closed   

 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 

 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  

 + First Saturday 

  -- see bulletin for changes                   

    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 

St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 

Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 

Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 

contact the parish office at least two months in 

advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  

If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 

contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 

a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 

meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 

pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  

 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 

Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

 
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 

living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 

process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 

sacraments. 

 

Children must register with the parish to receive these 

sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  

 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 

the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 

supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 

Bread. 

 

 

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 

experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-

10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 

seasonally. 

 

Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 

pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 

arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 

admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 

should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 

called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 

throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 

RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

  

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

 If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 

Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

 We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 

and pray continually that God may grant us  

that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 
-- St. Vincent de Paul 

 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 289-687-WELL 

Tedvanderzalmwelldrilling.com 
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[Bl. Maria Anna (Fontanella) degli Angeli, Carmelite religious] 

[+ Christian initation of (older) children, of catechetical age]Donald ThompsonDonald Thompson[Bl. Clemente Marchisto, priest, religious founder]page 2[+ 
Christian initation of (older) children, of catechetical age]  

"The Power of Stories to Heal" 

Wed., Apr. 15 (7:00 p.m. by Zoom) 

-- a conversation with author Renée Bondy &  

   theologian / psychotherapist Michael Hryniuk,  

   exploring how a community is impacted by the  

   scandal of clergy sexual abuse and affirm the  

   power of stories to heal 

-- to register, contact the Concerned Lay Catholics website 

 

WORLD PEACE PRAYER 

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 

Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, 

bring peace into the world. 

You died to save us all: raise us to new life with you,  

and help us to be peacemakers. 

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer, for are Lord for ever.  Amen. 

 

SCHOOL “TRIVIA NIGHT" 

this Fri., Apr. 10 (doors open 6:30, 7:00 p.m. start) 

St. Michael Catholic School, Virgil 

-- buy a table; become a round sponsor; donate a raffle prize 

-- for tickets or to contribute, contact the school (905/684-1051) 

(support our students and have fun!) 

 

EASTER MESSAGE 

The first Easter Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer captures the 

essence of what we celebrate today -- and for fifty more days... 

"On this day above all [we] laud you yet more gloriously, when Christ 

our Passover has been sacrificed.  For he is the true Lamb who has 

taken away the sins of the world; by dying he has   destroyed our 

death, and by rising, restored our life." 

Yes, we are "overcome with paschal joy" and we have every reason 

to "exult" in God's praise!  To our cherished parishioners and you 

guests with us this Easter, your priests, Fr. Ron and Fr. Peter, offer 

loving Easter greetings!   

 

SEA PILGRIMAGE:   

 2026 "Mediterranean Peregrination"  

(Iberia and Africa, Malta and Italy) --    

"Wayfarers with Paul the Apostle and Blessed Anthony"   

Join padre/guide Fr. Peter Rowe and travel escort Ineke Brinkman 

aboard Holland America's MS Oosterdam travelling May 31 to June 

14, 2026 from Lisbon/Lisboa (incl. Fátima), visiting en route 

Cádiz/Sevilla, Tanger/Tanjah, Valencia, Valletta (in Malta), before 

arriving in Rome. To reserve your space, call Ineke (905/684-0888, 

x1415) or e-mail ibrinkman@dt.com 

 

 SERRA CLUB 

Its annual 1920s murder mystery fundraiser, "Murder at the Ritz," 

provides support for vocations and is a wonderful evening of dinner 

entertainment, dancing, and raffles.  If each parish sent just four 

people, the event would sell out and greatly strengthen the Serra 

Club's mission.  Please consider attending or inviting someone who 

would enjoy a fun night out for a great cause: Sat., Apr. 25 (5:30 p.m., 

Club Roma, StC).  For tickets or to contribute, contact the Serra Club 

before April 10. [events@serrastc.ca] 

 

TRAINING IN CPR / FIRST AID   

A notice to parish volunteers and staff: those who took advantage of 

the training course offered three years ago need to renew their 

qualifications.  An all-day training session is being organized for a 

Saturday towards the end of April.  The cost to the individual is $30 

-- with the remainder of the fee covered by the parish.  Those wishing 

to renew are asked to contact Joseph Sitko,  

josephsitko61@yahoo.com 

 

POPE'S APRIL INTENTION: for priests in crisis 

Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their 

vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that 

communities may support them with understanding and prayer. 

EASTER MONDAY, April 6 (solemnity)  [Alleluia!] 

("Monday of the Angel") 

 8:30 a.m. Mass                                           † Maureen McEvoy 

[St. Vincent (Vicent) Ferrer Miquel, Dominican priest] 

[St. Catalina Thomás Gallard of Palma, religious] 

EASTER TUESDAY, April 7 (solemnity)  [Alleluia!] 

8:30 a.m. Mass                                            † Luba & Karol Holatko 

[St. Jean-Baptiste de la Salle, priest, educational reformer,  

 religious founder] 

[Bl. Maria Assunta Pallotta, religious, missionary in China] 

EASTER WEDNESDAY, April 8 (solemnity) [Alleluia!] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                                          ♥ int. of Shaun Clouser 

[St. Julie Billiart, religious leader, social worker,  

 educator of poor children] 

[Bl. August Czartoryski, prince, Salesian priest] 

EASTER THURSDAY, April 9 (solemnity)  [Alleluia!]   

  8:30 a.m. Mass                                                 † Claire Coakeley 

EASTER FRIDAY, April 10 (solemnity)  [Alleluia!]

                                

  8:30 a.m. Mass                                           † Fred Marlow 

[note: no 9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation] 

EASTER SATURDAY, April 11  (solemnity) [Alleluia!] 

[St. Stanislaus Szczepanowski of Krakow, bishop, martyr] 

[St. Gemma Galgani (of Lucca), virgin, mystic, "daughter of the Passion"] 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)                            ♥ people of the parish 

[+ Christian initation of (older) children, of catechetical age] 

 

SUNDAY OF EASTER (or of DIVINE MERCY), April 12 

Octave Day of Easter 
                            

  9:00 a.m. Mass             † Helen & Joe Dunn / David Howarth 

11:00 a.m. Mass              † Jack Harmer / Noemia & Michael Costa 

[at all a.m. Masses, 

 children's first reception of the Eucharist celebrated] 

 2:30-3:30 p.m. Hour of Great Mercy 

[Adoration of the Holy Eucharist, Stations of Light ("Way of Joy"),  

 Divine Mercy Chaplet, Litany of the Sacred Heart] 

 6:30 p.m. Mass (in Spanish)   [Alleluia!] 

 

 

 MAY GOD BLESS YOU  

FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

 
 March 29                                    $ 4,453.75 

 Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door. 

 

 

Easter Sunday of the Lord's Resurrection 
April 5, 2026 

HE IS RISEN!  
Salvation in Christ.  (Acts) 

Seek heavenly things.  (Colossians) or 

Change of heart. (1 Corinthians) 

Renewed faith.  (John) 

 

YOUTH "MARCH FOR LIFE" TRIP 

Choose Life Niagara invites high school and  

 post-secondary students to join us on our annual   

"March for Life" trip to Ottawa!  We plan to depart the Vineland 

carpool lot at 5:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 14 and return at 9:30 p.m. 

on Friday, May 15.  Cost is $120 and includes "March for Life" 

events in Ottawa, hotel accommodations, and coach bus 

transportation.  For more info and to register, visit  

chooselife.ca/events or e-mail info@chooselife.ca  

 

 

 

The statue of St. Vincent de Paul has returned, retouched and 

restored for our 200th!  Of particular note is the base which has 

undergone a complete refinishing.  The gratitude of our parish goes 

out to Joseph Sitko for making the arrangements with our contacts 

in Ottawa area, and certainly to Gisele and David Galvin for doing 

the pick-up and transporting.  A job well done indeed!   

 

Additional thanks are directed to Monique and Patrick Portelli for 

their assistance in decorating the church for Palm / Passion Sunday!  

 

SEPARATED & DIVORCED HEALING MINISTRY 

This group meets every second and fourth Monday of the month 

(except holidays) at Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, NF (7:00-9:00 p.m.). 

Meetings will be held both in person and virtually via Zoom platform; 

to participate via Zoom, pre-register by calling 905/356-4113 or 

905/684-0154 or e-mailing  separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com 

April 13   “Identifying Our Losses”  

April 27  “Coping With Grief” 

DARKNESS “PASSES OVER” TO LIGHT. 

DEATH “PASSES OVER” TO LIFE. 

SIN “PASSES OVER” TO THE LOVE OF GOD. 

SILENCE “PASSES OVER” TO SHOUTS OF ALLELUIA. 

SADNESS “PASSES OVER” TO JOYFUL ACCLAIM: 

JESUS HAS RISEN! 

PRAISE THE LORD! 

 

Having passed through death to life, Christ has won the victory over 

everything evil and destructive.  Full of glory and power, he enables 

us to bring the hope and joy of resurrection into the world's problems 

and tragedies.  With God nothing is impossible.  

                                                                                  -- Susan Sayers 

CATHOLIC UPDATES  

(1)  "Preaching as a Sacramental Encounter: 

         The Purpose of the Eucharistic Homily" (Jan. 2026) 

(2)  "The Church Walks with Migrants" (Feb. 2026) 

(3)  "Humility is Still a Virtue" (Mar. 2026) 

(4)  "Divine Mercy in Our Time: Following in the Footsteps 

         of Saint Faustina" (Apr. 2026) 

Look for these in the literature carousel to the side of the church! 

 

Niagara Warehouse of Hope:  

Giant Fundraising Garage Sale!  

"Helping People Help Themselves"  
 

Saturday, April 18 (8:00 a.m. start --   

barbecue breakfast / lunch), 46 Broadway Ave., StC   
 

-- crafts, housewares, toys, electronics, jewellery, clothing, bake table 

(every purchase helps support the Warehouse's mission of sending 

supplies and hope to those in need locally and the world over; don't 

miss this chance to shop for treasures and make a difference!)  
 

-- contact 905/646-7237 or contact@nwoh.ca 

 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated) 

Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Apr. 7 (6:30 p.m.) 

Pastoral Council: meets Wed., Apr. 8 (6:30 p.m.) 

Finances Council: meets Thu., Apr. 9 (1:00 p.m.) 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Apr. 15 (4:00 p.m.) 

Heritage Committee: meets Wed., Apr. 15 (6:30 p.m.) 

Cenacle Group: meets Sun., Apr. 19 (2:00 p.m.) (rectory) 

Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Apr. 30 (6:30 p.m.)  

 

 

 

EDGE YOUTH GROUP 
 

Calling all heroes! 

Join us at St. Vincent de Paul’s youth group: 

meeting in the parish hall (222 Davy St.)  

Tuesdays, Apr. 7 & 21 (6:30 p.m.). 

This youth group  

is designed to share  

our faith and have  

fun! 

 

"100 SCARVES" CRAFTERS GROUP 

-- producing shawls, scarves, mitts, hats, 

blankets, and more! 

We have donated all the goods produced 

before Christmas; hence, our cupboard is 

bare!  We crochet and knit in the hall Fridays 

1:00-4:00 p.m. (Apr. 10, 17, 24, May 1, 8, 

22, 29).   All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

H.N.S. BURSARY 

The St. Vincent de Paul Holy Name Society is offering a $500 bursary 

to a student who belongs to the parish in their graduating year of high 

school.  This bursary is to be used for the purposes of higher education 

(college, university, apprenticeship, specialty training program) and 

will be awarded to a young individual whose lifestyle exemplifies the 

values and teachings of the Catholic Church.  Applications can be 

obtained from the parish office and must be submitted to same office 

no later than May 15; the successful applicant will be notified by June 

15. 
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EASTERTIME -- A SENSE OF THE SEASON 

By the second century, all Christian communities seem to have 

observed 50 days of rejoicing after Easter.  The first three Sundays of 

Easter relate appearances of Jesus after the resurrection.  The fourth 

Sunday always focuses on the image of the Good Shepherd.  The next 

three Sundays of the season draw from what has come to be known as 

the "farewell discourse" or "high-priestly prayer" in the gospel 

according to John.  During this season, we also hear weekly from the 

Acts of the Apostles, detailing the experiences of the first Christians.   

Easter is not remembering something that happened long ago, for 

Easter is made present in the "neophytes," the newly baptized among 

us.  Easter is made present in the newly confirmed and those who are 

brought to the table of their first Communion.  It is Christ dead and 

risen in our midst!  It is the Spirit breathing in us today! 

 

“TOWN HALL" BRIEFING 

Information on current expenditures and future considerations was 

recently provided to parishioners, accompanied by meaningful 

discussion after. The discussion focused on priorities moving 

forward.  Both sessions were attended by a number of parishioners; 

however, but we are appealing to as many as possible over the next 

several weeks to become informed.  To this end, the presentation has 

been placed on the parish website and we encourage you to look at 

it.    
 

Furthermore, we invite your feedback from these briefings!  This can 

be forwarded directly to Gary Comerford, at  

comerfordgary@gmail.com 

 
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY (April 12) 

"Tell the whole world about my inconceivable mercy"  

(St. Faustina Kowalska, in her "Diary," #699). 

 

  2:30-3:00 p.m.  [Eucharistic Adoration] 

  Via Lucis ("Way of Light beyond the Cross" / "Way of Joy") 

 

This Easter "sequel" to the Way of the Cross is offered that Jesus' 

promise may be fulfilled: "that my joy may be in you, and that our 

joy may be complete" (John 15:11). 

 

  3:00-3:30 p.m.  [Adoration continues] 

  Divine Mercy Chaplet / Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus / 

  Eucharistic Benediction 

 

Come and hear the message of Divine Mercy! 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS: take note! 

(1) "Light from Light -- Setting Hearts on Fire with God's Love": 

 A Pastoral Plan for the Diocese of St. Catharines  

 (recently released and introduced to parish reps) 

(2) "Hearts on Fire" -- The 2026 Bishop's Appeal: 

 Apr. 12 to May 24 (an opportunity for everyone to  

              contribute) 

 (to raise $400,000 towards the development of a new Youth  

 Ministry and a new Evangelization & Faith Formation 

 Ministry in our diocese; every parish will keep 100% of  

              funds raised over its individual appeal goal) 

These initiatives are part of a broader effort focused on achieving 

2,000 baptisms by 2033! 

EASTER PRAYER 

The veil of darkness transformed to the brightest light. 

The most dreadful end became the most beautiful beginning. 

The depths of despair fade to reveal hope everlasting. 

The curse of death defeated by eternal life.  

Thank you, Lord, for the wonder of Easter! 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR THIS EASTER? 

In the gospel Mary, Peter, and John are all looking for Jesus' corpse. 

They're surprised to find the tomb empty. 

They do not find the dead body they seek 

but begin to discover the living "body of Christ" 

that they are becoming. 

EASTER TABLE PRAYER 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen from the dead! 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen indeed! 

Risen Lord of creation, 

grain who died to be our Bread of Life: 

sustain us with the fruit of the land. 

Risen Prince of Peace, 

you gave of yourself for others: 

make us witnesses for justice and peace. 

Risen Lamb of God,  

known in the breaking of bread: 

bless us as we gather at this table. 

Alleluia!  Let us feast in life, peace, and joy, 

here and at the heavenly banquet.  Amen. 

 

 

EASTER SACRAMENTS 

At the Easter Vigil, our Church and parish had the joy of 

welcoming its newest members: Allyshia Gillard, Isabella 

Breen, Carter Breen, Shannon Pecora, and Michael Di 

Mascio (baptized as Christians); they joined us for the first 

time at the eucharistic table and they were confirmed 

along with Julia and Marek Baranski. 

 

 

FIRST COMMUNION  

         Today and next weekend, the children of our parish will   

                  begin celebrating their first Communion. Individual  

                  candidates and their families may attend the Sunday Mass  

of their choosing, and come forward at the invitation of the priest for 

the Lord's Prayer and Communion following. The children will then 

attend a formal / solemn Mass on Sunday, April 26 (2:00 p.m.) to 

recognize their joining us at the eucharistic table for the first time.  

Do welcome these children and their families in this time of joy!  

 

 

Masses in Spanish will resume next Sun., Apr. 12 (6:30 p.m.). 

 
 



UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
EASTER 2026 

 

 

 

Invitation: By raising Jesus, God changed sin and death to grace and  

 life.  Confidently let us raise our prayers to the Holy One. 
 

response:  Lord of life, hear our prayer! 
 

Intentions: For God's holy Church this Easter day and season to feel the 

enthusiasm of the first Christians spreading the Good News, 

 we pray... 
 

  For children and adults newly receiving the Easter sacra-  

  ments: may they be witnesses of the Gospel in daily life, 

  we pray... 
 

 For all places on this earth where fear and violence rule:  

 may there be an outpouring of Easter peace with justice, 

 we pray... 
 

 For all nations and peoples, to whom God shows no par- 

 tiality, to be reworked by mercy to live together in hope, 

  we pray… 
 

For all those carrying the cross of illness to be granted health 

and wholeness through the healing power of the Holy Spirit, 

we pray… 
 

For the Holy Father's prayer intention of the month -- for 

priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation: may 

they find the accompaniment they need; may com-  

munities support them with understanding and prayer, 

we pray… 



 

For any who have not heard or who have not believed: may 

their hearts be stirred by those who proclaim the risen Lord,  

we pray... 
 

 For all who rejoice in the feast of the Lamb: may this eucha-ristic 

celebration free us to be servants of the Gospel of life, 

 we pray… 

For all who have died and for all who grieve: may  

they obtain perpetual light and blessed assurance, 
    especially:   [8:00 Mass]  dec. of Wagner & Surgent families...  [9:30 Mass]  Mary Morgetano... 

    [11:00 Mass]  dec. of Penkarski & Balazic families...  [all Masses]  Anne Pynenburg /  

    Peggy Moody / Lawrence Redman / Pat Mancuso / the beloved family members  

    and friends of ours who have died since last Easter… 

 we pray… 
 

 In and through the power of the Risen Lord, let us commend  

 all for whom we pray to God, ourselves also, in silent prayer… 
 

Conclusion:  God of life, fill our hearts to overflowing with the joy the  

 disciples felt on that first Easter morning, and place your 

 Spirit in us that we might sing of your glory to all people. 

 Through Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


