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ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION
Adults (and older children) inquiring intfo Christian
living or Catholic practices join fogether in a gradual

RECONCILIATION

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to
experience sacramental forgiveness — Fridays 9:00-
10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours
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B process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the
sacraments.
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MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK
A Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are
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Children must register with the parish to receive these pastoral care. Notify the parish office to make

sacraments. Orientation sessions are held in the fall; arrangements. Advise the church office of hospital

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring. admissions or let the pastor know directly. Anointing
should not be delayed until a person'’s final hours.

Our name is in your search.

Office 905-468-4214
1627 Niagara Stone Rd, Unit C
Virgil, ON
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24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
September 13, 2026

UNLESS WE FORGIVE,
WE SHALL NOT BE FORGIVEN
The need for forgiveness. (Sirach)

God's partners. (Romans)
Forgiving our neighbour. (Matthew)

@

ST. VINCENT DE P\.LL ParisH

Monday, September 14
EXALTATION / TRIUMPH OF THE HOLY CROSS (feast)

8:30 a.m. Mass ¥+ liv. & dec. of Geary and Oblak families

It is no good expecting God to be merciful and forgive us unless we
are willing to behave in a similar way to those around us. We have a
wonderful example of this costly forgiveness in Jesus, whose
obedience, even to death, shows his immense love and brings us
unending life. -- Susan Sayers

Tuesday, September 15
Our Lady of Sorrows (Mater Dolorosa)

8:30 a.m. Mass + Kathleen Gerden
[St. Catherine of Genoa (Caterina da Genova), married woman, mystic]

Wednesday, September 16
St. Cornelius, pope & St. Cyprian of Carthage, bishop, martyrs

8:30 a.m. Mass ¥ special int. (Galvin)
[St. Ninian, bishop (Antigonish diocesan patron)]

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
(all in the hall unless otherwise indicated)

Finances Council: meets Thu., Sept. 17 (1:00 p.m.) (rectory)
Heritage Committee: meets Thu., Sept. 17 (6:30 p.m.)
Bereavement Ministry: meets Thu., Sept. 23 (6:30 p.m.) (rectory)
Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Sept. 24 (6:30 p.m.)
200th Anniv. Mass & Reception: Sun., Sept. 27 (2:00 p.m.) (church)
Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Sept. 30 (6:30 p.m.)

Thursday, September 17

8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Guy Macri
[St. Hildegard of Bingen, virgin, Benedictine abbess,
mystic, doctor of the Church, "Sibyl of the Rhine"]
[St. Roberto Bellarmino, bishop, doctor of the Church]
[St. Albert of Jerusalem, bishop, lawgiver of Carmel]

PARISH 200th ANNIVERSARY

Preparations are coming together well for the Anniversary Mass and
lawn reception on Sunday, September 27. We are happy to report that
the gala banquet tickets are sold out! We thank you for your support!

Note well an adjustment to the Sunday morning Masses that day (the
Saturday 5:00 vigil Mass remains unaffected): there will be only one
morning Mass, at 10:00 a.m. The expectation is that many will want
to attend the 2:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop Gerard Bergie presiding, and
present and former priests concelebrating.

A Week of Prayer leading up to September 27 will include various
spiritual focuses (in addition to the usual a.m. Mass)...

Mon., Sept. 21 (St. Matthew / UN International Day of Peace)

9:15 a.m. Rosary for World Peace (joyful mysteries) [decade I, Pastoral
Council, wearing something green, decade 2, C.W.L., wearing something
red; decade 3, H.N.S., wearing something white; decade 4, SSVP, wearing
something blue; decade 5, secondary and elementary students, wearing
something yellow]

Wed., Sept. 23 (St. Pio)
9:15 a.m. presentation on the life of St. Vincent de Paul, blessing of his

refurbished statue, prayers to the saint

Thu., Sept. 24 (Beatification of Ven. Fulton Sheen, in St. Louis)

9:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Eucharistic Day [a sign-in chart for this is located
at the rear of the church - the time is not exclusive to them, but we
recommend that C.W.L. members honour the 9:15 to 11:00 slot,
Vincentians the 11:00 to 1:00 slot, H.N.S. members the 1:00 to 3:00 slot,
and Pastoral Council members the 3:00 to 3:45 slot]

Fri., Sept. 25
9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation

3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet + Way of the Cross

Sat., Sept. 26 (Canadian Martyrs: Martyrs' Shrine 100th)
8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacrament of Anointing [recipients' names to be
submitted to the office ahead of time, please]

A commemorative book has been printed and is now available for
purchase ($25) — by request, through the office.

Friday, September 18

8:30 a.m. Mass

9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation
[St. Joseph of Cupertino (Giuseppe Desa), Franciscan priest, mystic]
[St. Juan Macias (Juan de Arcas y Sanchez), Dominican religious]

1 Ann Kneale / Fr. Hamish Currie

Saturday, September 19

[Our Lady of La Salette (Our Lady in Tears)]
[St. Januarius (Gennaro), bishop, martyr, patron of Naples (Napoli)]

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) T Ted Wickett

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time, September 20

9:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass

+ Mathew Slak / David Howarth
¥ people of the parish

6:30 p.m. Mass (in Spanish)

PARISH ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

The time has come when it would be advantageous to form two councils
(out of the one, currently): a reconstituted Finances Council and a newly-
formed Premises Council. Parishioners who are interesting in serving on
either are asked to run this by Fr. Peter; consideration will be given to
names submitted by October 9 to him (or by office@svdpparishnotl.ca).
Further details on these are forthcoming.

CATHOLIC UPDATE

) "Bl. Fulton J. Sheen: A Media Apostle on the Road
to Sainthood” (Sept. 2026)

2) "Why Confession Still Matters" (Aug. 2026)

3) "Spiritual Direction for Catholics" (June-July 2026)

Look for these in the literature carousel to the side of the church!

IMPROVING COMMUNICATION

Coming in October, we will be bringing together parishioners for
consultation / communication in three "forums," calling upon those taking
part in our various organizations (Catholic Women's League, Holy Name
Society, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, for instance), liturgical ministries
(music ministers, readers, Communion ministers, ushers, for instance),
and, as well, a cross-section of major contributors -- consisting of some ten
max. per group. It is important to provide an overview of projects at hand
and receive your valued feedback.

PRAYER NETWORK

Are you or any of your family members or friends in need of help in
carrying life's burdens? Do you know that our Catholic Women's League
has women who humbly offer their prayers for your spiritual comfort and
support, and in many cases physical healing? We invite you to contact our
Prayer Network (905/468-0990), providing as little or as much information
as you're comfortable sharing with our "prayer warriors."

Radiant Care Spiritual Care Workshop
(addressing the spiritual needs of seniors):
"Caring for the Hopeless Cause"

Tuesday, October 7 (9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
Radiant Care Pleasant Manor, Virgil

-- in-person registration $50 (incl. lunch); virtual registration $30

We often care for people with the expectation that things will get
better. But what happens when they don't? Or, when positive
outcomes are unlikely? Often we question our own efficacy and
sometimes, the grace of God. If God is good then what? We will
ask these questions and more as we explore the role of spirit-
ual care in hopeless situations -- with the help of Laura Mullet-
Koop and Jody Keeso. For more information, contact Michael
Dyck (905/468-4391, x3232) or miked@radiantcare.net

"100 SCARVES"

As the weather gets colder, it's the perfect time to create some cozy scarves,
hats, mittens, blankets, toy animals, oven mitts, and baby blankets. Join
the "100 Scarves" crafters at the hall every Friday, starting Sept. 11 (1:00-
4:00 p.m.); new members and novice and experienced crafters are always
welcome! Learn a new skill and meet with very friendly crafters. We look
forward to sharing our handmade gifts with the community.

"Womb to Tomb and Beyond: Seven Sacramental Steps to
Salvation of Soul" -- a new book by our own Jasmin Hivale will
be available at back of church after 11 a.m. Mass for a donation
as a contribution to our parish: her way of evangelizing!

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL

Are you looking for other ways to get involved? We continue to welcome
new members, and in particular are hoping to find someone who may be
interested in becoming our treasurer. Knowledge of basic accounting is
helpful, but not required; however, a high level of comfort with Excel
spreadsheets is necessary. For more information, please join us at our next
meeting (September 30) or reach out to cpfulleri212@gmail.com

« To shift from mobilizing to organizing
» For a commited and capable membership

2nd ANNUAL BISHOP'S FUNDRAISING GALA
Friday, November 27 (Niagara Falls Convention Centre)

Save the date! This year's "Light the Way" Gala is taking place
Friday, November 27 at the Niagara Falls Convention Centre. Join
us for an evening celebrating Bishop Gerard Bergie's vision for dy-
namic parishes, with proceeds supporting faith formation for the laity
and the education of our seminarians. Enjoy a live and silent auction,
wonderful food and company, entertainment, and a word from the
bishop himself. Tickets are available through the diocesan website,
or scan the QR code on posters in the church to purchase yours!

WELLS OF HOPE: "Taste the Passion" fundraiser
Friday, September 25 (6:30-10:30 p.m., Queen's Landing Hotel, NL)

-- wine and food (c/o Vintage Hotels, Niagara Wine & Beer), live
music ("Figure Four"), silent auction

-- a charity event supporting ongoing non-profit projcts in Guatemala

-- tickets ($110 ea.) available at wellsothope.com/events

Acknowledgement We gratefully acknowledge the Niagara Parks
Commission for their contributions to our 2026 Peach Festival.
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MEMBERSHIP TRAINING PROGRAM

« Response to Resolution (R12-24) from the 2024 AGA * An active staff committee dedicated to the
* Member-led identity is at the heart of D&P development of this program & social movement
« Need to build sufficient capacity and leadership research
among new and existing members to make that a « Focus on organizing: empowering people to act
reality collectively
* A blended training program (in-person + online)

« Challenge to DCs: Find 3 participants = young + experienced + new

BASE
CATHOLIC SOCIAL COM;:)UCD:EESA « Broader launch starting with Animators (Fall 2026) = full
TEACHING membership in 2026

MOVEMENT
THEORY + Regional roll-out

PARISHES,
ORGANIZING DIOCESAN
COUNCILS & THE
WIDER MOVEMENT

for more information on how you can help please visit
https://devp.org/en/campaign/is-canada-on-track-for-justice/

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (O.C.I.A.)

"DOORS OPEN"

The Church of St. Vincent de Paul, during its 200th year celebrations,
is participating in its first "Doors Open" event, inviting families and
curious minds to explore the rich layers of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The
date is Saturday, October 17. We are looking for pairs of two people
for two hours throughout that day (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) to be in the
church and greet visitors; contact Joseph Sitko

(josephsitko6 1 @yahoo.com).

WORLD YOUTH DAY (WYD) 2027: Seoul, South Korea
"Take courage! 1 have overcome the world" (John 16:33)

The logo's red and blue paint dashes form a cross; a black

4}
e

circle represents young people; and a yellow circle s‘gg&
at the centre signals the "glory of Christ's victory." 2027

Concerned Lay Catholics (CLC) presents this webinar:

"Humanity at a Crossroads," a conversation with Cardinal Michael Czerny
on the encyclical Magnifica Humanitas and what it means for Canadians,
on Sunday, September 20 (2:00 p.m., via Zoom); for more information, see
the poster in the church or visit www.concernedlaycatholics.ca

If you fit any one of the following descriptions (or if you know of
someone who does), call us!

-- anyone who wants to join the Catholic/Church

-- anyone who wants to consider entering the Church

-- anyone who was baptized but never received the other sacraments

-- anyone who simply wishes to inquire about Catholicism

-- anyone Catholic who feels that they would like to review or increase
their knowledge of the faith (and at the same time, act as a parish
sponsor for an inquirer)

We would like to begin the journey. to Easter by the end of Sept-
ember, so there's no time like the present to signal one's intentions!
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UNIVERSAL PRAYER

Invitation:

Intentions:

TWENTY-FOURTH ORDINARY (A)

The Lord is kind and merciful; he offers compassion and for-
giveness to everyone who approaches him in humble prayer.

response: Lord), hear our prayer!

For all the baptized to readily seek the graces of God's for-giveness
that are given in the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
we pray...

For all who reverence the God of Abraham -- Jews, Muslims,
and Christians -- to foster peace through mutual forgiveness,
we pray...

For tensions and conflicts tormenting earth's nations to be
set aside in a spirit of reconciliation and a desire for peace,
we pray...

For all those now carrying the heavy burden of iliness to be
filled with courage to live with their trials, with faith to sus-

tain them, and with healing that returns them to wholeness,
we pray...

For those who are burdened by the weight of resentments to
find solace in today's lessons of compassion and forgiveness,
we pray...

For our parish's programs of social justice and community
outreach to clearly demonstrate that we do not live for our-selves
only, but truly as servants of God and of each other,

we pray...

For people whose earthly lives have ended to be welcomed
into life eternal by the Lord of both the dead and the living,

especially: /5:00 Mass] Cliff & Ada Paul / Christopher Paul / Julie Paul...



Conclusion:

[9:00 Mass] Anna Slak / Mary Morgetano... feach Mass] Joe Solomon /Joan Barden...
we pray...

Compassionate God, you desire all your children to be recon-
ciled with one another. Soften hearts with your gentle mercy
that we might offer our brothers and sisters the kindness and
forgiveness that you very readily and lovingly offer everyone.
Through Christ our Lord.



