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RVT Relief Services

Providing at home pet care services for dogs, cats and rabbits
in the Niagara Region.

Anne-Marie Mitchinson, RVT
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rvtreliefservices2022@outlook.com
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Never be afraid to ask for help &®

For confidential assistance with food or other
emergency situations please call our parish
office or send us an email.

(905)

468-7272 svpsociety@svpparishnotl.ca
Society of

Saint Vincent de Paul

St. Vineent de Paul Catholic Parish, Niagara-on-the-Lake

THREE GENERATIONS
Ernie, (thelate) Gordon, Brittany, (the late) Betty & Lisa Morgan

905468.3255 « morganfuneral.com

St. Vincent de Paul Parish
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Please contact the parish office at

(203/468-7272) for more information

Go to the poor; you will find God.

If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary.

Your mere presence will touch hearts.

We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people,
and pray continually that God may grant us
that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God.
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St!VINCENT
DE PAauL PARISH

73 Picton St.
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe
(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.)

-- St. Vincent de Paul

(PO Box 71) 905/468-7272

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca

Canada LOS 1JO website: svdpparishnotl.ca
LORD’S DAY MASSES WEEKDAY MASSES CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. Mon., Thu. 92a.m.-3p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. + First Saturday Tue. closed, Wed. noon -3 p.m.
11:00 a.m. -- see bullefin for changes Fri. 9 a.m. - noon

6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH
St. Michael School, Virgil 905/468-1051
Holy Cross High School, St.C. 905/937-6446

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com
Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door.

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church.

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul - no matter what!

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child!
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (excepft in
Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should
contact the parish office at least two months in
advance -- the parish website has a registration form.
If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor.

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION

Adults (and older children) inquiring intfo Christian
living or Catholic practices join fogether in a gradual
process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the
sacraments.

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION

Children must register with the parish to receive these
Orientation sessions are held in the fall;
Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.

sacraments.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of

the month, following the Mass. Contemplate the
supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated
Bread.

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement!

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should
contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is
a popular wedding venue! Besides a series of
meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of
pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.

RECONCILIATION

Inis 15 celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to
experience sacramental forgiveness — Fridays 9:00-
10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours
seasonally.

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK
Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking
pastoral care. Noftify the parish office to make
arrangements. Advise the church office of hospital
admissions or let the pastor know directly. Anointing
should not be delayed until a person'’s final hours.

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES
Once you have contacted the funeral home of your

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be
called. We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you
throughout.

Name: Phone:
Residence (with Postal Code):
Town/City: E-mail

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office.
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church.
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Epiphany of the Lord
January 4, 2026

JESUS, THE LIGHT, IS SHOWN TO THE WORLD
God's glory will appear. (Isaiah) | .

Sharers in the promise. (Ephesians) 3

Wise men from the East. (Matthew) ‘A w

In fulfilment of old prophecies, the promised Messiah is now
revealed to those of all nations, symbolised by the three wise men.
The offering of their gifts foreshadows the time when all nations
will be drawn to acknowledge the omnipotence of God.

-- Susan Sayers

The gifts of God are multiplied, and we in our time experience
all that the first believers did. For though the gospel account
tells us only of the days when three men, untaught by prophetic
preaching or the testimonies of the Law, came from the distant
East in order to know God, yet we see the same thing happening
now even more clearly and on a far larger scale in the

enlightenment of all who are called.
--St. Leo the Great (5" c.)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Eucharistic Adoration will occur on Thursday, January 8
-- following the morning Mass until Benediction of the BI.
3 Sacrament at 4:00 p.m. Members of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul have been asked to select and commit to a
4 5;%\ . minimum of one hour to be present in church for adoration,
S (0 make sure that Jesus is not left alone. As well, a sign-
up chart, for each hour, will be posted in the days leading
up to Jan. 8 so that all parishioners can take advantage of
the opportunity to spend time before the Bl. Sacrament.

Monday, January 5

8:30 a.m. Mass
[St. John Neumann, bishop]
[St. Charles of St. Andrew (Andreas Houben), Passionist priest]
[St. Genoveva Torres Morales, religious, founder, "Angel of Solitude"]

T Lillian Hicks

Tuesday, January 6 [formal close of Jubilee year of Hope]

8:30 a.m. Mass 1 Thaddeus & Dorothy Maika
[Eastern Catholic & Orthodox Christmas]
[St. Carlo da Sezze (Giancarlo Marchioni), Franciscan religious, writer]

Wednesday, January 7

St. André Bessette (Frére André of Montreal), Holy Cross
religious (host to the stranger, healer of the sick,

builder of the Church, patron of family caregivers)

8:30 a.m. Mass + Michael & Cecilia Marian

Thursday, January 8

8:30 a.m. Mass + Eucharistic Adoration (710:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)

¥ liv. & dec. of Wagner and Surgent families
[St. Ramon de Penyafort, Dominican priest, patron of canon lawyers,
religious co-founder (Mercedarians)]

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
(all in the hall unless otherwise indicated)

Catechumenate (O.C.I.A.): resumes Thu., Jan. 8 (4:30 p.m.) (church)
Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Jan. 13 (6:30 p.m.)
Finances Council: meets Wed., Jan. 14 (1:00 p.m.)

Pastoral Council: meets Wed. Jan. 14 (6:30 p.m.)

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (4:00 p.m.)
Heritage Comm.: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (6:30 p.m.)
Proclamation of the Parish 200th: at all Masses Jan. 24-25
Rite of Accepting Catechumens: Sun., Jan. 25 (9:00 a.m. Mass)
Confirmation Enrollment: Sun., Jan. 25 (11:00 a.m. Mass)
Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Jan. 29 (6:30 p.m.)

Friday, January 9

8:30 a.m. Mass
9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation
[Bl. Gregory X, pope]

1 John & Mary Nur

Saturday, January 10
[St. Gregory of Nyssa, bishop ("Cappadocian Father")]

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.) + Julie Paul

Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 11

9:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass

t Jerry Slak / Mary Morgetano
¥ people of the parish

PEACH FESTIVAL 2026

While, of course, this will not be held until August, the organizing team
is losing two of its significant contributors to the success of this yearly
venture: Terry Choules and Ted Vanderkaay. These gentlemen have
devoted considerable time over many years to make for the smooth
running of each year's festival -- and they will truly be missed. The
Parish of St. Vincent de Paul is indebted to Terry and Ted for their
taking on the leadership roles they did -- and it will be hard to replace
them, but replace them we must! Other organizers are still remaining,
yet now is the time to put out the appeal for more volunteers like these
two (and we know you're out there)! Planning in earnest gets underway
in the spring, but for the Peach Festival to continue it's important to
have your involvement. Do give it some thought!

WORLD DAY OF MARRIAGE

Sunday, February 8 (3:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop Bergie, Cathedral
of St. Catherine of Alexandria) — celebrating all married couples,
especially those with significant 2026 anniversaries; reception to
follow; no registration needed.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: January 18-25

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope of your calling" (Ephesians 4:4) -- prepared by the faithful of
the Armenian Apostolic Church.

SEA PILGRIMAGE:

2026 "Mediterranean Peregrination"

(Iberia and Africa, Malta and Italy) --

"Wayfarers with Paul the Apostle and Blessed Anthony"

Join padre/guide Fr. Peter Rowe and travel escort Ineke Brinkman
aboard Holland American's MS Oosterdam travelling May 31 to June
14, 2026 from Lisbon/Lisboa (incl. Fatima), visiting en route
Cadiz/Sevilla, Tanger/Tanjah, Valencia, Valletta (in Malta), before
arriving in Rome. To reserve your space, call Ineke (905/684-0888,
x1415) or e-mail ibrinkman@dt.com

OPE'S JANUARY PRAYER INTENTION:
or prayer with the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourish- |
ent for our lives and a source of hope in our communities,
elping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

CATHOLIC UPDATE: "Restoring Hope: Healing When You've
Been Hurt by the Church" (Dec. 2025)

Look for it in the literature carousel to the side of the church!

MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP!

December 21 $4,069.45
December 28 $ 3,430.05
Christmas (to come)

Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door.

ALMA REDEMPTORIS MATER

Loving Mother of the Redeemer,

gate of heaven, star of the sea,

assist your people who have fallen,

yet strive to rise again.

1o the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator,
vet remained a virgin after as before.

You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting,

have pity on us poor sinners.

This familiar Advent-Christmas Marian prayer has been included in
the Christmas liturgies at the Vatican.

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECOR

Our parish's thanks go out to Eileen Pillitteri and family, with Seaway
Farms, for the elegant floral display around the altar and through the
church proper. Also, we acknowledge the assistance of Nancy Macri
and Gus Calderone for the striking Advent wreath, the placement of the
angel with the doves of peace, and the suggestions for Christmas
decorations. Once more, our Christmas centrepiece is the créche
prepared by Patrick Portelli. In setting all this up, we had the help of
Mary Ann Brzeczka, Carol Dyck, Sabina Knight, Irene Murray, Anna
O'Brien, Mike Paul, and Miriam van der Zalm (with apologies to
anyone inadvertently left out): thanks, one and all!

EXPANDING EUTHANASIA

Euthanasia (MAiD) is about poisoning people to death -- it is justified
based on "freedom to choose" or "autonomy" but it is in fact killing.
The number of such poisonings has increased: Quebec continues to
have the highest euthanasia rate in the world. Euthanasia reduces costs
by killing people. Canada needs a massive culture shift! Vulnerable
Canadians are at risk! Bill C-218 is necessary to stop the 2027 expan-
sion to mental illness because the evidence cannot support it and the
safeguards cannot sustain it. Soon the film "Life Worth Living" will
be available and we hope to have a screening of it here in early 2026.

EPIPHANY PROCLAMATION --
AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF EASTER

This announcement dates from a time when calendars were not readily available
(our calendars went fast but we hope to have more on order!). It was necessary to
publicize the date of Easter in advance, since many celebrations of the liturgical
year depend on its date. Even now, it is a reminder of the centrality of Jesus;
resurrection and the importance of the great mysteries of faith celebrated each year.

Know, dear brothers and sisters,
that, as we have rejoiced
at the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
so by leave of God’s mercy
we announce to you also
the joy of his Resurrection,
who is our Saviour.

On the 18th day of February
will fall Ash Wednesday,
and the beginning of the fast
of the most sacred Lenten season.

On the 5th day of April
you will celebrate with joy Easter Day,
the Paschal Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the 17th day of May
will be the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the 24th day of May
the feast of Pentecost.

On the 7th day of June
the feast of the Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ.

On the 29th day of November,
the First Sunday of the Advent
of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
to whom is honour and glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Likewise, the pilgrim Church proclaims the Passover of Christ in the
feasts of the holy Mother of God, in the feasts of the Apostles and Saints,
and in the commemoration of the faithful departed.

Through the rhythms of times and seasons,
let us celebrate the mysteries of salvation!

To Jesus Christ, who was, who is, and who is to come,
Lord of time and history, be endless praise!

FLOORALTAR CANDLESTICKS: a 2026 project!

e

Donations are requested for six such candlesticks, of high
polish or satin finish, 42" in height, to flank the main altar.
These are typical fixtures in many a church nowadays.
They would come with nylon candle shell inserts (as with
the present two at the altar). While we have as yet no firm
pricing, based on an earlier (2022) estimate a base price in
the range $5,000-$5,500 for one could be expected -- all
"made to order" (delivery time 18-20 weeks).




UNIVERSAL PRAYER

Invitation:

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 2026

Through Jesus, our light has come, and the glory of the
Lord shines upon us. With confidence in the love God
has for us, let us join our voices in prayer for the world.

response: Lord, be our light! or Lord] shine on us!

Intentions: For all the Church'’s faithful to joyfully make known

especially:

to others the Good News that Jesus dwells among us,
we pray...

For this world to be blessed with peace between nations,
peace within families, and peace within the hearts of all,
we pray...

For those displaced from their homes by political instability,
violence, and economic hardship to be settled in our commu-
nities and provided there with opportunities for a better life,
we pray...

For those living with a type of physical or mental illness
to find healing and relief when they turn to God in faith,
we pray...

For those who have drifted away from their relationship
with God to soon find the way home through the efforts
and outreach of our St. Vincent de Paul faith community,
we pray...

For all of us gathered in this holy place to seek diligently
for God, who is ever present in our lives and who desires
greatly to be known by us -- the beloved children of God,
we pray...

For all the dead to be welcomed in God's heavenly embrace,
[5:00 Mass] Donald Sabia...... [each Mass] Rose Marie Jones / all who perished in



Conclusion:

the Swiss ski resort fire...
we pray... [9:00 Mass] [liv. & dec. of Geary and Oblak families]

God of glory, you sent your Son as the Light of this world,
so all nations may come to walk by your shining radiance.
May we lift our eyes to you for guidance, embrace the gift
of your grace in our lives, and follow closely in your ways.
Through Christ our Lord.



