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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada                 L0S 1J0  

 

 

905/468-7272 

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 

 

 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

           LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday       5:00 p.m. 

Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

      11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  

Fri.    closed   

 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 

 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  

 + First Saturday 

  -- see bulletin for changes                   

    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 

St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 

Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 

Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 

contact the parish office at least two months in 

advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  

If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 

contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 

a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 

meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 

pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  

 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 

Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

 
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 

living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 

process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 

sacraments. 

 

Children must register with the parish to receive these 

sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  

 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 

the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 

supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 

Bread. 

 

 

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 

experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-

10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 

seasonally. 

 

Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 

pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 

arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 

admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 

should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 

called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 

throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 

RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

  

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

 If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 

Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

 We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 

and pray continually that God may grant us  

that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 
-- St. Vincent de Paul 

 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
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v[Bl. Maria Ann 

If you are unable to attend our 200th anniversary Mass 

 in person next Sunday, September 27, please join us  

on-line. Simply follow the QR code or visit our live- 

stream at:  https://www.youtube.com/live/W94jZvEONqc 

Monday, September 21  

ST. MATTHEW, apostle, evangelist (feast)  
 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                           † Edith Morales / Diane Romagnoli 

  9:15 a.m. World Mission Rosary / "Living Rosary" for Peace 

 [UN International Day of Peace] 

Tuesday, September 22                                              [autumn begins!] 

 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                           ♥ int. of Claire Porterfield 

[St. Maurice, military leader, martyr] 

[St. Thomas of Villanova / Villanueva (Tomás García y Martínez), 

 Augustinian friar, writer, preacher, ascetic, archbishop] 

Wednesday, September 23 

St. (Padre) Pio of Pietrelcina (Francesco Forgione),  

Capuchin friar, mystic 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                          ♥ int. of Dan Gibbons 

  9:15 a.m. Presentation of the Life of St. Vincent de Paul /     

  Blessing of Refurbished StVP Statue / Prayers to the Saint 

[St. Linus, pope] 

Thursday, September 24 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                          † Vince Pillitteri 

  9:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Adoration of the Holy Eucharist 

  4:00 p.m. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

[St. Pacifico di San Severino (Carlo Antonio Divini), Franciscan priest] 
[St. Rupert (Ruprecht) of Salzburg, bishop] 

[Bl. Émilie Tavernier Gamelin, married woman, social worker,  

 religious founder (Srs. of Providence)] 

[Beatification of Ven. Fulton Sheen (in St. Louis)] 

Friday, September 25 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                          † Joseph & Barbara Pohorly 

  9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 

[St. Cosmas & St. Damian, martyrs] 

[St. Finbarr of Cork, hermit of Gougane Barra, bishop] 

[St. Vincenzo Maria di San Paolo Strambi, Passionist religious, bishop] 
 

Saturday, September 26 

CANADIAN MARTYRS, priests & companions (feast) 

  8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacrament of Anointing † Murray Wilcox 

 

[St. Thérèse (Marie-Victoire) Couderc, religious co-founder, spiritual writer] 

[Bl. Kaspar Stangassinger, Redemptorist priest] 

 

  5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)         † Bernard Flynn 

 

26th Sunday of Ordinary Time, September 27 (note Mass times!) 

  10:00 a.m. Mass          † Frances Piunno / Larry Costello 

  2:00 p.m. 200th Anniversary Mass + Lawn Reception  

           ♥ people of the parish 

 

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
September 20, 2026        

GOD'S VALUES ARE DIFFERENT 

Seek the Lord.  (Isaiah) 

Life in Christ.  (Romans) 

The workers in the vineyard.  (Matthew) 

Ordinary human standards, often based on survival, lead to ways 

which are quite different from the ways of God. God’s justice is shot 

through with generosity, which the world often misunderstands. We 

have been called to live in God and God in us; that closeness of wills 

helps us to see things God’s way, and reach out in love to others, as 

he does.                      -- Susan Sayers 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated) 

Bereavement Ministry: meets Wed., Sept. 23 (6:30 p.m.) (rectory) 

Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Sept. 24 (6:30 p.m.) 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Sept. 30 (6:30 p.m.)  

Edge Youth Group: meets Tue., Oct. 6 (6:30 p.m.) 

Pastoral Council: meets Wed., Oct. 7 (6:30 p.m.) 

Finances Council: meets Thu., Oct. 29 (1:00 p.m.) (rectory)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Radiant Care Spiritual Care Workshop  

(addressing the spiritual needs of seniors):  

"Caring for the Hopeless Cause"  

Tuesday, October 7 (9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)  

Radiant Care Pleasant Manor, Virgil  
 

-- in-person registration $50 (incl. lunch); virtual registration $30 

We often care for people with the expectation that things will get 

better.  But what happens when they don't?  Or, when positive out-

comes are unlikely? Often, we question our own efficacy and some-

times, the grace of God.  If God is good then what?  We will ask these 

questions and more as we explore the role of spiritual care in hopeless 

situations -- with the help of Laura Mullet-Koop and Jody Keeso.  For 

more information, contact Michael Dyck (905/468-4391, x3232) or 

miked@radiantcare.net 

 2nd ANNUAL BISHOP'S FUNDRAISING GALA  

Friday, November 27 (Niagara Falls Convention Centre) 

Save the date!  This year's "Light the Way" Gala is taking place Fri., 

Nov. 27 at the Niagara Falls Convention Centre.  Tickets are available 

through the diocesan website or scan the QR code on posters in the 

church to purchase yours!   

PARISH 200th ANNIVERSARY  
 

The time for celebration has arrived!  All next week, leading up to next 

Sunday's Anniversary Mass, will consist of various spiritual focuses (in 

addition to the usual a.m. Mass) -- see the weekly calendar for times 

along with the details added below... 

Mon., Sept. 21  

 9:15 a.m. "Living Rosary" for World Peace (joyful mysteries)   

[decade 1, Pastoral Council, wearing something green; decade 2, C.W.L., 

wearing something red; decade 3, H.N.S., wearing something white; decade 

4, SSVP, wearing something blue; decade 5, secondary & elementary 

students, wearing something yellow] 

Wed., Sept. 23  

 9:15 a.m. presentation on the life of StVP, blessing of refurbished statue of 

St. Vincent de Paul, prayers to the saint, 200th prayer 

Thu., Sept. 24  

 9:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Eucharistic Day    

[a sign-in chart for this is located at the rear of the church -- the time is not 

exclusive to them, but we recommend that C.W.L. members honour the 9:15 

to 11:00 slot, Vincentians the 11:00 to 1:00 slot, H.N.S. members the 1:00 

to 3:00 slot, and Pastoral Council members the 3:00 to 3:45 slot, closing 

with Benediction] 

Fri., Sept. 25  

 9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation  

 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet + Way of the Cross 

Sat., Sept. 26    

 8:30 a.m. Mass + Sacrament of Anointing  

[recipients' names to be submitted to the office ahead of time, please] 

Sun., Sept. 27  

10:00 a.m. Mass  

 2:00 p.m. 200th Anniversary Mass + Lawn Reception 

Note well an adjustment to the Sunday morning Masses that day (the 

Saturday 5:00 vigil Mass remains unaffected): there will be only one 

morning Mass, at 10:00 a.m.  The expectation is that many will want to 

attend the 2:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop Gerard Bergie presiding, and 

present and former priests concelebrating. 

  6:00 p.m. 200th Gala Banquet (Prince of Wales Hotel, Royal 

                                                                Cambridge Room) 

Doors open at 6:00!  We look forward to welcoming all our guests at 

that time.  Please remember to bring your purchased tickets with you for 

registration.  There is metered parking available near the entrance to the 

room (as well as in the church parking lot: see below).   

Heads up!  On that Sunday (Sept. 27), parking may be at a premium for 

both Masses (10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.).  The parking lot will be 

monitored much like it is for the Peach Festival.  Vehicles may be parked 

down the middle runs.  If you do not want to be risk being blocked in 

until possibly 4:00 p.m., you may choose to use your blue Town of NL 

parking pass and park on the street or in the old hospital parking lot.   

A commemorative book has been printed and is now available for 

purchase ($25) -- on upcoming weekends and occasions. 

 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS  

The time has come when it would be advantageous to form two 

councils (out of the one, currently): a reconstituted Finances Council 

and a newly-formed Premises / Projects Council.   

Every parish is mandated to have a Finances Council: a group of 

people with skills and expertise in financial, business, and even legal 

matters (such as accountants and lawyers) -- and it is to the benefit of 

each parish to have a group who could be alert to the maintenance 

and/or improvement of the facilities. 

Essentially, according to the diocesan policy and procedures manual 

(2016), members of the Finances Council review and analyze (at least 

quarterly or with regularity) the fiscal situation of the parish, including 

bank reconciliation statements and cash flow.  The council is also 

responsible for the development of the annual parish budget and 

financial report to parishioners.  All in all, they advise and make 

recommendations to the pastor / parish priest.  Expenses or disposal of 

assets exceeding $10,000 (considered major expenses) need to be 

passed by the diocese; the bishop is ultimately responsible for making 

the final decision.  

The Premises / (Specific) Projects Council is a standing advisory body 

that assists the pastor / parish priest and Pastoral Council in 

overseeing, maintaining, and developing all physical properties of the 

parish -- that they are safe, functional, welcoming, and well-

maintained. This would entail identifying necessary repairs, 

scheduling regular upkeep, assessing long-term needs, proposing 

major renovation projects, ensuring compliance with safety and 

insurance guidelines and local building codes.  It would help in 

evaluating bids from outside contractors.  Generally-speaking, this 

group of people meets monthly to review projects currently underway 

(with the help of architects and engineers) and plan ahead.   

To be efficient, the council size (for both) should range from three to 

nine members; the term of office should be two years, renewable twice 

(max. continuous term of six years).  Parishioners who are interesting 

in serving on either are asked to run this by Fr. Peter; consideration 

will be given to names submitted by October 9 to him (or through 

office@svdpparishnotl.ca). 

 

 

IMPROVING COMMUNICATION  

Coming in October, we will be bringing together parishioners for 

consultation / communication in three "forums," calling upon those 

taking part in our various organizations (Catholic Women's League, 

Holy Name Society, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, for instance), 

liturgical ministries (music ministers, readers, Communion ministers, 

ushers, for instance), and, as well, a cross-section of major contributors 

-- consisting of some ten max. per group.  It is important to provide an 

overview of projects at hand and receive your valued feedback. 

"Learning How to Grieve, One Day at a Time"  

Sat., Oct. 3 (9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.), Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, NF 

-- led by Anna Racine; cost $70 (incl. lunch)  

-- register at 905/356-4113, x4200 

or reservations@carmelniagara.com 

The workshop is open to anyone who has experienced loss or change 

in their lives.  Using various methods, we will uncover the mysteries 

of grief and learn ways to cope.  Discover how to take care of 

yourself as you grieve one day at a time.   

 

Separated & Divorced Healing Ministry 

Mt. Carmel Spiritual Centre, NF  

Sept. 28      "Coping With Stress" 

In-person or via Zoom; contact 905/356-4113 or 905/684-0154 or 

separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com to pre-register. 

 

 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION  

The collection for the Needs of the Church in Canada will take place 

next weekend (Sept. 26-27).  When you give, your offering begins in 

our parish but reaches far beyond it.  It helps support the mission of 

our diocese and joins the gifts of Catholics across the country in 

supporting the shared work of the Bishops of Canada.  Your gift helps 

strengthen the Church here at home and supports its mission across 

Canada.  Please give prayerfully and generously next weekend.  To 

donate on-line, visit cccb.ca/donate. 

  "100 SCARVES"  

The "100 Scarves" crafters at the hall every Friday (1:00-4:00 p.m.); 

new members, novice and experienced crafters are always welcome!   

We look forward to sharing our handmade gifts with the community.   

 

 

 SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL  

Are you looking for other ways to get involved?  We continue to 

welcome new members, and are hoping to find someone who may be 

interested in becoming our treasurer.  Knowledge of basic accounting 

is helpful but not required; however, a high level of comfort with Excel 

spreadsheets is necessary.  For more information, please join us at our 

next meeting (September 30) or reach out to cpfuller1212@gmail.com 
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UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
TWENTY-FIFTH ORDINARY  (A) 

 

 

 

Invitation: With confidence that the Lord is near to all who call upon him, 

  let us express in prayer the needs of our Church and the world. 
 

    response:  Lord, teach us your ways! 
 

Intentions: For all the faithful to conduct themselves in a way worthy  

 of the Gospel of Jesus, inspiring others to follow the Lord, 

 we pray… 
 

 For the world: may voices speaking words of good sense, 

compassion, and goodwill be heard amid the clamour of  

 greed and self-interest -- to shape decisions and policies, 

 we pray... 
 

 For those whose lives have been uprooted by natural disas- 

 ters: may God grant them the courage to persevere through  

 such tragedies, and the resources to repair homes and work, 

 we pray... 
 

 For God to be near to the sick in their trials, granting them 

 mercy and healing and supporting their families with love; 

 for those striving to end disease and suffering -- especially  

 doctors and medical researchers: may all efforts be blessed, 

 we pray... 
 

 For farmers and those who pick the crops to be bolstered in  

 body, mind, and soul as harvest season continues to unfold, 

 we pray... 
 

 For God to be invited to live in every home in this parish  

 as well as on every street in town, so that family life is en-  

 riched, relationships strengthened, and any rifts mended, 

 we pray... 
 



 For all the dead to experience the fullness of life with God, 
  especially:  [5:00 Mass]  Ted Wickett...  [9:00 Mass]  Mathew Slak / David Howarth...   

 [each Mass]  Gudrun Diston... 

 we pray... 
 

Conclusion: Merciful Father, you alone give meaning to our lives.  Help  

 us live in closer communion with you and hear the prayers  

 that your Holy Spirit bids us ask.  Through Christ our Lord. 


