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73 Picton St.   (PO Box 71)  

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON  

Canada                 L0S 1J0  

 

 

905/468-7272 

e-mail: office@svdpparishnotl.ca 

website: svdpparishnotl.ca 

 

 

Parish Priest / Pastor: Fr. Peter Rowe  

(assisted by Fr. Ron Wiecek, C.PP.S.) 

           LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday       5:00 p.m. 

Sunday       9:00 a.m. 

      11:00 a.m. 

6:30 p.m. in Spanish, seasonally  

        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Thu.     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Tue. closed, Wed. noon – 3 p.m.  

Fri.    9 a.m. – noon  

 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US – PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

           WEEKDAY MASSES 

 Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m.  

 + First Saturday 

  -- see bulletin for changes                   

    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: Please fill in / clip out the form below and drop it in the collection basket or at the church office. 
As well, complete the Parish Profile / Confidential Registration Card found at the entrance to the church. 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Residence (with Postal Code): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town/City: ___________________________________________  E-mail:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PARISH 

St. Michael School, Virgil         905/468-1051 

Holy Cross High School, St.C.  905/937-6446 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: blessings on the birth of your child! 
These take place bimonthly, at 1:00 p.m. (except in 

Lent). Those wishing to have their child baptized should 

contact the parish office at least two months in 

advance -- the parish website has a registration form.  

If you are able to do so, introduce yourself to the pastor. 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to be married at our church should 

contact the parish office at least one year prior: this is 

a popular wedding venue!  Besides a series of 

meetings with a priest, a diocese-approved form of 

pre-marriage preparation is considered necessary.  

 

Monetary donations by e-transfer: svdp1826@outlook.com 

Credit / Debit (TAP) donations now available at the church door. 

 
You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected here at St. Vincent de Paul – no matter what! 

 

Adults (and older children) inquiring into Christian 

living or Catholic practices join together in a gradual 

process or journey (Catechumenate) bound for the 

sacraments. 

 

Children must register with the parish to receive these 

sacraments.  Orientation sessions are held in the fall; 

Communion, Confirmation are celebrated in the spring.  

 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration occurs on the first Thursday of 

the month, following the Mass.  Contemplate the 

supreme gesture of love contained in the consecrated 

Bread. 

 

 

This is celebrated weekly for individuals wishing to 

experience sacramental forgiveness – Fridays 9:00-

10:00 a.m., first Saturdays 7:30-8:30 a.m., more hours 

seasonally. 

 

Holy Communion and Sacrament of Anointing are 

available to any who are ill or housebound or seeking 

pastoral care.  Notify the parish office to make 

arrangements.  Advise the church office of hospital 

admissions or let the pastor know directly.  Anointing 

should not be delayed until a person’s final hours. 

 

Once you have contacted the funeral home of your  

choice to make arrangements, the parish will then be 

called.  We have a Bereavement Ministry to assist you 

throughout.   

ADULT INITIATION / RECEPTION 

RECONCILIATION 

MINISTRY OF CARE TO THE SICK 

  

Go to the poor; you will find God. 

 If God is the centre of your life, no words are necessary. 

Your mere presence will touch hearts. 

 We should keep our hearts open to the sufferings of other people, 

and pray continually that God may grant us  

that spirit of compassion which is truly the spirit of God. 
-- St. Vincent de Paul 

 

CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 

 

MARRIAGE: congratulations on your engagement! 

We do not do church to make money. We need money, though, to do church. 

FIRST COMMUNION / CONFESSION / CONFIRMATION 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 289-687-WELL 

Tedvanderzalmwelldrilling.com 
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[Bl. Maria Anna (Fontanella) degli Angeli, Carmelite religious] 

[Bl. Clemente Marchisto, priest, religious founder]page 2 

 

 

 

                                    2026 ENVELOPES 

If you do not have donation envelopes and would like to receive a 

box for 2026, please contact the church office a.s.a.p. (905/468-7272 

or office@svdpparishnotl.ca).  The boxes are ready for pick-up.  Also 

consider donating through pre-authorized giving? 

             SPECIAL SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

We are receiving inquiries from parents of public school children 

preparing for Baptism and Confirmation, First Communion and 

Reconciliation (gr. 2 and older). We are seeking parishioners to help 

with this important preparation. Special thanks to Kathleen Maloney, 

Laura Martineau, and Loretta Lavoie for their support. Please speak 

with Fr. Peter or contact the parish office if you can assist. 

                        CENACLE GROUP  

We meet again next Sunday, December 21 (2:00-3:00 p.m.) to explore 

the Archbishop of Toronto's Pastoral Letter, "That Blessed Upper 

Room" (we'll look at ch. 4, "The Resurrection: Christ Appears as the 

Risen One").  Even if you missed the earlier sessions, you are welcome 

to join in!  This Cenacle ("Upper Room") group discussion meets on the 

third Sunday of each month (Sept. to May) -- and this time we are at the 

rectory. 

 

Monday, December 15                       

  8:30 a.m. Mass           † Rita Van Cappelle 

[St. Virginia Centurione Brucelli, widow, mother, religious] 

[St. Maria Crocifissa (Paola Francesca) Di Rosa, religious founder] 

[Bl. Maria Franciszka Schervier, religious founder] 

[Bl. Karl Steeb, priest] 

Tuesday, December 16           ["Las Posadas" / "Simbang Gabi" begin] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass     † Elizabeth Coyle / Evaristo & Fidela Pizarro 

[Bl. Maria Anna (Fontanella) degli Angeli, Carmelite religious] 

[Bl. Clemente Marchisto, priest, religious founder] 

Wednesday, December 17     ["come, O Wisdom, Holy Word of God!"] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                  † Conchita Verzosa 

11:15 a.m. Advent School Mass (at church: all welcome!) 

[St. Josep Manyanet i Vives, priest, religious founder] 

Thursday, December 18               ["come, O Adonai, Lord of Might!"]                                   

  8:30 a.m. Mass      † Bob Lipput 

[St. Flannan of Killaloe, bishop] 

[Bl. Nemesia (Giulia) Valle, religious] [International Migrants Day] 

Friday, December 19               ["come, O Root of Jesse!"] 

  8:30 a.m. Mass                               † David White 

  9:00-10:00 a.m. Reconciliation 

[St. Anastasius I, pope]  [Bl. Urban V, pope] 

Saturday, December 20                  ["come, O Key of David!"] 

[St. Domingo de Silos, Benedictine abbot] 

[Bl. Vincenzo Romano, priest]  [International Human Solidarity Day] 

5:00 p.m. Mass (for Sun.)              ♥ people of the parish 

4th Sunday of Advent, December 21 

                         ["come, O Rising Dawn, O Dayspring!"] 

  9:00 a.m. Mass                               † Mary Fran Brunt 

11:00 a.m. Mass                                  † Antonio & Elizabeth Rocca 

[winter begins!] 

As the coming of Jesus, both at Christmas and at the end of all 

things, grows closer, we need not be fearful but rejoice -- for he 

has promised to bring life where it is barren, like water to a desert. 

Let us wait patiently in this great hope so that we recognise him 

when he comes. 
-- Susan Sayers 

 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU FOR YOUR  

FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP! 

 December 7                $3,611.45  

 

Credit / Debit TAP donations available at the door. 

 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent   [Gaudete ("Rejoice!") Sunday] 

December 14, 2025                

TAKE HEART; THE LORD IS VERY NEAR 

Here is your God.  (Isaiah) 

The Lord’s coming is near.  (Romans) 

Effects of the Lord’s coming.  (Matthew) 

 
                                  "O ANTIPHONS"  

Hanging prominently this Sunday and next, and throughout the late 

Advent weekdays, are the banners beautifully crafted by Doug 

Mantegna, illustrating the traditional titles given to the coming Messiah 

and incorporating the artwork of the Benedictine Sisters of Turvey 

Abbey, Bedford, UK.  These titles are also featured in the Gospel acc-

lamations leading up to December 24 (as well as for the Gospel canticle, 

Mary's Magnificat, in the Liturgy of the Hours' Evening Prayer).  They 

also form the verses of the hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."  

 

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 (all in the hall unless otherwise indicated) 

Finances Council: meets Fri., Dec. 19 (1:00 p.m.) (rectory)  

Cenacle Group: meets Sun., Dec. 21 (2:00 p.m.) (rectory) 

Pastoral Council: meets Wed., Jan. 14 (6:30 p.m.) 

Heritage Committee: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (6:30 p.m.) 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: meets Wed., Jan. 21 (6:30 p.m.) 

Holy Name Society: meets Thu., Jan. 29 (6:30 p.m.)  

 

 

                         DONATIONS OF SECURITIES 

To assist parishioners in year-end tax planning, the Diocese has 

available a "Donation of Securities" form.  Parishioners can make 

donations of securities to the parish or diocese, and receive a receipt 

for income tax purposes for the full market amount of the securities 

donated.  This is an opportunity for parishioners to support the parish 

and also to receive a donation receipt for income tax purposes.  For 

copies of this form, or if you would like the Diocese to assist in this 

process, contact John O'Brien, CFO (905/684-0154, x206 or 

289/259-0795).   
 

   THINKING OF STUDENTS IN NEED AT CHRISTMAS 

Many students and their families will be struggling to put food on the 

table this Christmas.  The Niagara Foundation for Catholic Education 

is providing grocery cards and gifts again this year.  Please consider 

helping!   

Donate by cheque, Visa, MasterCard or on-line using PayPal at 

www.nfce.org.  Tax receipts are issued; mailing address: Niagara 

Foundation for Catholic Education 427 Rice Rd., Welland, ON L3C 

7C1 -- phone (905) 735-0247, x210. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

The Christmas Mass continues to be the principal way for us to 

express our joy and gratitude for the mystery of the Incarnation. 

Wednesday, December 24 (evening) 

    5:30 p.m. Mass (twilight / sundown) (children’s tableau 5:00 p.m.)    

  8:00 p.m. Mass (mid-evening) (readings, carol singing 7:30 p.m.) 

10:30 p.m. Mass (pre-midnight) (readings, carol singing 10:00 p.m.) 

Thursday, December 25 (morning) 

9:00 a.m. Mass, at dawn  

11:00 a.m. Mass, of daylight 

MASSES AT NEW YEAR 

Wednesday, December 31    5:00 p.m. Mass 

Thursday, January 1   10:00 a.m. Mass 

Note: only one Mass in the morning of January 1. 

 

       CHURCH CLEANING / DECORATING:  

                                   Tuesday, December 23 

Help "spruce up" our church for the Christmas-Epiphany feasts!  We 

are aiming to decorate during the morning, starting soon after Mass.   

                200th ANNIVERSARY PHOTO DIRECTORY  

Just when you thought the project was complete, along comes another 

possibility -- one last time -- to enter your names for a family or 

individual photo, and that will take place on Tuesday, January 13.  The 

company we are dealing with (IPC) is offering us slots for 20 families: 

your final opportunity to get into our anniversary directory.  We would 

like all parishioners to be included, so this new date has been given to 

get us closer to 100% participation!  If we do happen to get 20 families 

to be photographed, we will be awarded additional days for sittings -- 

so please register (even if you can't make the Jan. 13 date)! 

                       ADVENT RECONCILIATION 

In addition to the usual Friday morning time (9:00-10:00) for the sacra-

ment of forgiveness, the following additional times are set during the 

lead-up to Christmas: Monday, December 22 (9:00-10:00 a.m.) and 

Tuesday, December 23 (7:00-8:00 p.m.). 

 

SEA PILGRIMAGE:   

2026 "Mediterranean Peregrination"   

(Iberia and Africa, Malta and Italy) --   

"Wayfarers with Paul the Apostle and Blessed Anthony"   

Join padre/guide Fr. Peter Rowe and travel escort Ineke Brinkman 

aboard Holland American's MS Oosterdam travelling May 31 to June 

14, 2026 from Lisbon/Lisboa (incl. Fátima), visiting en route 

Cádiz/Sevilla, Tanger/Tanjah, Valencia, Valletta (in Malta), before 

arriving in Rome. To reserve your space, call Ineke (905/684-0888, 

x1415) or e-mail ibrinkman@dt.com 

 

A voice cries out around the earth,  

God is approaching in the night; 

the seed of light  

is finally bearing fruit. 

Behold the hour of the kingdom, 

the dead tree flowers again; 

but before the Son of Man 

who can stand? 

In the East his day arises, 

no one can escape his coming; 

his word, like a sword, 

lays hearts bare. 

Only the poor find grace, 

only the poor know love: 

God invites them to take their places 

near his eldest Son. 

And the Lamb of new life, 

God made flesh in our time, 

each day under humble signs 

comes before us. 

Offer him your open hands,  

take his body which is given for you; 

his love will be your feast,  

give him your faith. 

March toward the City  

where your eyes will see the Lamb. 

Look to him for the road to follow, 

leading to the new day!  

                                                      -- a Cistercian hymn 

 

 

                            "CALL TO BETHLEHEM"   

We are hoping to re-create a Nativity tableau at the 5:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Mass!  We are looking for young people who might 

like to be an "angel," a "shepherd," or maybe we have three very 

"wise" young people available?  This will involve some preparation 

and costuming, and likely one practice visit.  Our hope is that we can 

have a complete Nativity scene, to join the priest at the altar for the 

full Mass (this may be long and possibly "itchy" for some little ones 

-- hopefully not! -- so please bear this in mind).   

If this is something your child, grandchild, niece, nephew or 

neighbour might enjoy, e-mail Cathy van der Zalm   

(cathy@europeanplantersinc.ca) and/or Michelle Cumiskey 

(michdam@hotmail.com); leave your name and contact number as 

well as the age and grade of the young person interested.  Ideally, we 

would love to have all interested young people signed up no later than 

Wednesday, December 17.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

                                   PEACH FESTIVAL 2026  

While, of course, this will not be held until August, the organizing team 

is losing two of its significant contributors to the success of this yearly 

venture: Terry Choules and Ted Vanderkaay.  These gentlemen have 

devoted considerable time over many years to make for the smooth 

running of each year's festival -- and they will truly be missed.  The 

Parish of St. Vincent de Paul is indebted to Terry and Ted for their taking 

on the leadership roles they did -- and it will be hard to replace them, 

but replace them we must!  Other organizers are still remaining, yet now 

is the time to put out the appeal for more volunteers like these two (and 

we know you're out there)!  Planning in earnest gets underway in the 

spring, but for the Peach Festival to continue it's important to have your 

involvement.  Do give it some thought!   

 



UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
THIRD ADVENT  (A) 

 

 

Invitation: The Prophet Isaiah reminds us that our God comes to save 

 us and to restore us to wholeness.  Trusting in the promise 

 of God to be faithful, let us present our cares and concerns. 
 

   response: Lord, come and save us! 
 

Intentions: For all Christians, like John the Baptist, to be prophets of 

 the Lord, revealing to others the ways God is present and 

 active in the world, preeminent in all areas of human life, 

 we pray to the Lord... 
 

 For a light in the night of strife in the Holy Land -- Israel 

 and Gaza; for all who enter the celebration of Hanukkah,  

 we pray to the Lord... 
 

 For all who are living amid drought or famine: may their  

 land be made fruitful; for malnourished people, the hun- 

 gry and the thirsty, to have food and water in abundance, 

 we pray to the Lord... 
 

 For those living with a seeing or hearing impairment, or  

 another form of physical disability, to prevail over their  

 afflictions and give glory to the One who redeems them, 

 we pray to the Lord... 
 

 For efforts of the social outreach ministries of our parish 

 to assist the poor and the disadvantaged to give renewed 

 hope and opportunity to our brothers and sisters in need,  

 we pray to the Lord... 
 

 For our material preparations for Christmas not to blind  

 us to God's love -- but rather be infused by it so that the  

 advent of the divine Messiah is central in our festivities, 

 we pray to the Lord... 



 

   For all the dead to be raised again to new life in Christ, especially,  

     [5:00 Mass]  Jerry Sheehan...  [9:00 Mass]  Donald Garvey...  [each Mass]  Ed Yuhasz / Leslie Kloc... 

  we pray to the Lord... 
 

Conclusion: Lord God, in you is the salvation we long for; in you all crea- 

 tion rejoices: pour your living water into all parched corners  

 of our lives, and turn our hearts into fertile ground in which your 

word can take root and grow.  Through Christ our Lord. 


